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DOE
Unveiled and at your service fails to
collect
student
loan
money
n No action months
after Congressional
recommendation
BY JANA KASPEREKEVIC
STAFF WRITER

ILLUSTRATED BY DUSTIN WINEGAR
Live@Baruch, the new e-mail system offering larger storage capacity and mobile access, will go into effect over President’s Day Weekend. SEE LIVE PAGE 2

Website offers ‘Prestigious’ access
BY CYNTHIA ROJAS
STAFF WRITER

A much anticipated search
engine has finally arrived to the
City University of New York’s foreground. Students will now be able
to take advantage of a new website
developed by James Airozo, CUNY’s director of student academic
awards and honors, which will
contain consolidated information
on prestigious scholarships, fellowships and honors for students
wishing to beef up their credentials and further their academic
prospects. Daniel Gomez, senior,
expressed his concern stating, “I’ve
been waiting for a website like this
since my freshman days; it’s about
time the scholarship confusion got
organized.”
The new website, cuny.edu/
prestigious, will feature information and tips on a variety of highly
competitive awards attracting top
applicants from across the country, such as the Goldwater, Rhodes
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and Marshall Scholarships. It will
offer a frequently asked questions
section where students’ common
concerns are addressed and will
also feature success stories of past
CUNY students who have earned
recognition.
In recent years, CUNY applicants have been awarded these distinguished scholarships in a variety
of fields, and with help from the
new website, CUNY officials hope
to keep the trend going.
The City University of New York
will also expand campus-based
guidance geared towards assisting students in every step of the
application and decision making
process. Choosing a scholarship or
fellowship, setting up a mock interview panel for finalists to polish
presentations and getting feedback
on performances are just some services that will be provided.
The website comes not a day
too soon for Baruch students and
alumni alike to dive in and enjoy
the benefits.
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The new website allows students to access scholarship and fellowship information.
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Months after the United States
Congress called upon the Department of Education to crack down
on the corrupt student loan industry, the department dismissed
its own findings and failed to collect the millions of dollars that it
improperly paid to the American
Education Services (AES) / Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) in federal
subsidies.
On March 28, 2006, Federal
Student Aid (FSA) reported that
AES/PHEAA violated the Taxpayer
Teacher Protection Act (TTPA).
AES/PHEAA claimed that this was
an isolated issue. Acting Director of
the FSA Patricia Trubia wrote in her
letter to AEZ/PHEAA CEO James
Preston on Monday, Jan. 28 that his
company failed to prove that this
“isolated issue” was ever corrected
or that the company repaid the special allowance payments it received
as a result.
According to the House Committee on Education and Labor, in January 2006 the DOE allowed Nelnet,
Inc., the lender company, to keep
the $278 million it had received under similar circumstances. In this
case, however, the DOE made the
decision to collect $15 million out
of the $34 million that the inspector
general reported AES/PHEAA had
improperly received. In both cases
the department’s inspectors general recommended that the Department seek full repayment. These
recommendations were ignored by
the Department. In her letter, Trubia stated that the “total estimated
liability” is $15,091,820, which is
what the DOE is currently seeking
to collect.
SEE DOE PAGE 2
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DOE yet to reclaim millions of owed dollars

News Around
the Globe
COMPILED BY CHRIS ESPEJO AND
NASTASIYA KOROLKOVA
COPY CHIEF AND PRODUCTION MANAGER

Two down, more to go, in
presidential race
Last week, both Rudolph
W. Giuliani, Republican candidate, and John Edwards,
Democratic
candidate,
dropped out of the presidential race, leaving, in effect, just
two candidates competing in
each party’s primaries.

MTA.CA.GOV

ED.GOV

BLOGS.EDWEEK.ORG

From left: George Miller, Margaret Spellings and Michael Dannenberg.
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
It is up to the agency to calculate
the overpayments, which are to be
deducted from future reimbursements. According to The New York
Times, Keith New, a spokesman
for AES/PHEAA, the agency was
pleased with the letter and will
continue the negotiation with the
department.
New was quoted as stating that
AES/PHEAA “could wind up with
zero liability.”
Rep. George Miller, chairman
of the committee, expressed disappointment that the department
is not collecting the full amount,
but hopes that this is a “sign that
the department is finally starting
to take its role as the steward of our
nation’s federal student aid programs seriously.”
Miller added, “Although today’s
action doesn’t erase the administration’s failure last year to recover
hundreds of millions of taxpayer
dollars misspent by Neltnet, it is a

step in the right direction.”
Some would disagree with Miller’s opinion and claim that not only
does the department’s latest decision not erase any wrong doings

of the education policy program
at the New America Foundation
in Washington, DC, told The New
York Times. “The [DOE’s] failure
to aggressively police the student

“The [DOE is] going after less than half of a fraction
of the larger amount of improper billing that the
[AES/PHEAA] engaged in. The failure to aggressively
police the student loan industry has hurt taxpayers
and students, and this is the latest example.”
- Michael Dannenberg
Director of the education policy program at the New America Foundation
and discrepancies of the past, but
is rather another failure to add onto
the list. “The department’s going
after less than half of a fraction of
the larger amount of improper billing that the [AES/PHEAA] engaged
in,” Michael Dannenberg, director

loan industry has hurt taxpayers
and students, and this is the latest
example.”
DOE has been widely criticized
throughout the past year on its performance in higher education and
has been called upon to stand up

and take responsibility. On Dec.
18, 2007, Secretary Margaret Spelling spoke at the National Advisory
Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity about the “importance of transparency and accountability in higher education.”
The department’s slogan is “promoting educational excellence for
all Americans” and its mission includes increasing the accountability of Federal education programs
to the president, Congress and the
public. However, the department’s
actions concerning the transparency and accountability when dealing
with the corruption in the college
loan industry have been disappointing.
Furthermore, the department’s
Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance has not updated
certain parts of its website since
March 2004 The section on Access
to Post-Secondary Education Issues has not been updated since
December 2005 and the Student
Aid Issues section since July 2006.

Spy satellite bound to
crash into Earth
The US 193, a US spy satellite launched in December
2006, is expected to fall to
Earth in late February or early
March. The satellite, roughly
the size of a schoolbus, is likely
to hit North American ground.
The U.S. military is attempting
to come up with a plan to deal
with this possibility.
Internet failure hits two
continents
Technology services across
regions of Asia, the Middle East
and North Africa – including
India, Pakistan, Kuwait, Bahrain, UAE, Saudi Arabia and
Egypt - were crippled Thursday following a widespread Internet failure which left many
businesses unable to function.
The reason for the catastrophe, damage to two undersea
cables, is still undetermined.
South Africa power shortages spark worry
As demand for power
greatly exceeds supply across
South Africa, citizens have
frequently experienced power
cuts over the past few weeks,
sometimes for up to five hours.
The shortages affect everyone
from commuters to business
owners and stifle job creation,
making the rich/poor income
gap even wider. Many are also
starting to worry that these
problems will persist into 2010
when South Africa is scheduled to host the World Cup
finals.
Hamas and Egypt rebuild
part of border
As thousands of Palestinians crossed into Egypt after
last week’s border breach, authorities have begun to seal off
parts of the Gaza-Egypt border
on Monday. The Palestinians
came into Egypt to seek food,
supplies and medical attention
unavailable inside Gaza due to
Israel’s restrictive regime.
Float depicting Holocaust
victims banned from Rio parade
A float representing bodies
of Holocaust victims, scheduled to be on display in next
week’s famous Rio de Janeiro
Carnival, was ordered to be
removed from the parade.
Judge Juliana Kalichszteim issued the injunction against
the Viradouro samba group
in response to a lawsuit by the
Jewish Federation of Rio de Janeiro.
Source: cnn.com
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Brenkman analyzes Weissman launches advisory board
Bush administration
BY MAYA KASHYAP

NEWS EDITOR

PRESS.PRINCETON.EDU

Professor Breckman’s work explores the post-9/11 political atmosphere.
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Friday, Feb. 8, The City University of New York’s Graduate Center will host a discussion of Baruch
College Professor John Brenkman’s
latest book, “The Cultural Contradictions of Democracy: Political
Thought Since September 11.”
The book is a thoughtful analysis
of the Bush administration’s policy
and rhetoric. Part philosophical
treatise and part political analysis,
there are no cheap shots at Bush
or low blows to neo-conservatives. Instead, they are subjected
to an evenhanded but often withering, scrutiny in terms of Thomas
Hobbes, Immanuel Kant and Hannah Arendt.
Brenkman, living in France during 2003, was struck by the dramatic run-up to the Iraq invasion. “It
focuses us to think about democracy, tyranny, power and sovereignty
— the basic concepts we take [for]
granted,” he said.
The book examines these fundamental ideas like bestowing democracy on another sovereign nation by invading it.
“Bush was locked into the idea
of tyranny over democracy,” said
Brenkman. “He assumed if you
could overthrow Saddam Hussein,
democracy will arise. He lost track
of how democracy came into being.”
Many aspects of the Bush administration come up for review as
well as its opponents. Brenkman
breaks down the Bush doctrine in
terms of Arendt’s ideas of violence
and self-defense.
While American media focused on images of politicians eating “Freedom Fries” and pouring
out bottles of vin, Brenkman sees
France’s protests against the war in
a wider context.
More than just a split between
Bush, Blair, Schroeder and Chirac,
the larger story is who is the real
leader of Europe? Even far-left leaning Noam Chomsky is dismissed as
“vacuous.”
Brenkman examines the role
of the Powell Doctrine - swift military engagement carried out by an

overpowering force with a clearly
defined exit strategy.
The Powell Doctrine was effective in Kuwait, yet George H. Bush
lost the re-election while Saddam Hussein remained in power.
Clinton, after a humiliating loss of
American lives in Somalia, hesitated to intervene in Rwanda and
Bosnia.
Faulting Clinton on never articulating a policy of multilateral use
of power, Brenkman said, he could
have defined principles and limits
on its use.
“Clinton didn’t do it and he allowed neo-conservatives to fill the
intellectual void,” he said.
While George W. Bush ran on
a platform of ‘no nation-building,’
September 11th changed everything. Brenkman writes that the
Powell Doctrine not only defines
the waging of war - but also the type
of war America will fight.
Because the ‘War on Terror’ is
nebulous and undefined, the fight
against the ‘Axis of Evil’- with possible conflicts against Iraq, Iran and
North Korea—are more sharply
drawn conflicts with fixed territories and specific heads of state.
Democrats who call for the immediate return of troops from Iraq
are also criticized for their lack of
public discussion on what the U.S.
role in the Middle East should be.
“Democratic candidates act as
though withdrawal will solve the
problem,” he said.
“In reality, it will create a new set
of problems. It’s typical of American presidential campaigns. They
don’t have sophisticated concepts.
It’s either bring the troops home, or
stay the course.”
The title is a nod to Daniel Bell’s
“The Cultural Contradictions of
Capitalism.” A highly influential
book published in 1976, it synthesized cultural and political trends
and even predicted the implosion
of communism.
Brenkman said that just like the
influences explored in Bell’s book,
“Democracy is always internally
contradictory. It’s not simply a nice
system of votes and majority rule.”

The department of communication studies in the Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences recently created an advisory board
for their corporate communication
master’s program. Professor Robert J. Myers launched and directed
the program in 1999 with help from
Professor Jana O’Keefe Bazzoni,
and as of Spring 2007, the program
has graduated 112 students.
Professor Michael Goodman,
current director of the master’s
program, created the advisory
board because of a recommendation from an outside evaluation
committee with a “strategic plan
for the growth of the program.”
They concluded that the “program
would benefit from having a board
of corporate advisors,” says Goodman, who is a fairly new addition to
Baruch College. The board consists
of approximately 20 people, many
of them Baruch alumni, from such
companies as AIG, UBS Financial
Services, Grey Global Group, Accenture and some who had previous experience at Dow Jones and
Company and Pfizer Incorporated.
Bazzoni, who has been with
the department since 1980 when
it was known as the department of
speech, explains, “Board members
are given a general charge to meet
twice annually to review the program and to offer guidance to program administration and faculty on
current trends and practices in the
profession that may have programmatic impact.”
Board members may also counsel students, sponsor internships,
“serve as field resources in faculty
research endeavors and sponsor
program-related events for the
academic and professional communities,” says Bazzoni, who was
the previous associate dean in the
Weissman School of Arts and Sciences.

BUSINESSCOMMUNICATION.ORG

Michael Goodman, board creator and director of the communications program.
According to Goodman, many
of the executives approached were
eager to join the advisory board.
“This is their opportunity to engage
in the education and the molding
of the next generation of corporate
communication executives. These
are busy people, extremely busy
people,” notes Goodman. “We are
very fortunate that they all would
come here to Baruch and give us
the benefit of their expertise, their
knowledge and their influence.”
The board was necessary in Bazzoni’s eyes because “experienced,
high level practitioners will bridge
students’ academic and individual
backgrounds by providing current, actual, professional evidence,
personal and organizational case
histories, as well as advice, models
and access to potential career development paths and resources.”
Goodman thinks the programs will
especially benefit undergrads with
a background in liberal arts. “They
find themselves in the workplace,
they don’t want to get an M.B.A.

but they know that they need, in
this market and in New York City, a
second degree to be competitive as
far as their professional life is concerned,” states the director. “I like
to think a master’s degree in corporate communication as the humanities equivalent of an M.B.A.,
he says.”
As of now, the program enrolls
about 70 students and it is not aiming to get any larger. “It’s a selective
program. We get applications from
all over the world,” explains Goodman. Some goals of the program
include adding a master’s thesis,
updating the curriculum, attaining
“recognition and involvement on
a local, national and international
scale, and excellent performance
and achievement of faculty and
students,” among many others according to Bazzoni.
The corporate communication
program members will hold their
first meeting with the newly formed
advisory board on Feb. 4. President
Waldron is also expected to attend.

FEBRUARY 4, 2008

THE TICKER NEWS I PAGE 5

PAGE 6 I THE TICKER NEWS

FEBRUARY 4, 2008

Live@Baruch: Not your old Webmail

Campus Briefs

BY MAYA KASHYAP

COMPILED BY NASTASIYA
KOROLKOVA AND HELEN KWON

NEWS EDITOR

On Feb. 19, Baruch College will
officially change their e-mail system from Webmail to Live@Baruch,
which is partnered with Microsoft
and their Live mail account.
According to Arthur Downing,
chief information officer and Christian Jon Keck, director of student
computing of the BCTC, the need
for the new e-mail system arose
from student suggestions. “We
heard that what students wanted in
terms of features and support was
what was commercially available
on outside systems,” says Downing.
The City University of New York
discussed options with Microsoft
for university-wide mail services
and disclosed that they would make
this new mail service available to
students CUNY-wide. “We asked if
we could be one of the first CUNY
campuses to do it,” Downing said.
Downing noted that the deal
was negotiated “literally at the top
of Microsoft’s management; Steve
Ballmer himself got involved in this
with the executive vice chancellor of CUNY.” Downing stated that
Microsoft was interested in acquiring as many new applicants as possible for their new version of what
had been Hotmail. “So they were
willing with CUNY to make concessions that they hadn’t made with
any of the other organizations,”
said Downing.
Some new features include 5 GB
of storage, increased message and
attachment size, optional mobile
access, shared calendars and the
added benefit of Microsoft tools. “It
is the same version of Hotmail that
is available,” stated the CIO.
On Feb. 11, an e-mail reminder
will be sent out to the student body
asking them to sign up and provid-

PRODUCTION MANAGER AND PRODUCTION
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ILLUSTRATED BY EDWARD DRAHKLIS I THE TICKER

ing all students with their user id
and password. On Feb. 15 at midnight, “A lot of the back end systems
will start to update themselves, so
your new e-mail address will start
to appear in Blackboard, the CUNY
Portal, all the other systems that
Baruch and CUNY use,” said Keck.
“So the weekend of the 15th, we are
asking you not to engage in e-mail
activity to your old or new account
while the systems are being updated,” he said. On Feb. 19, the new account will be active, says Keck.
Students will still be able to access their Webmail account for a
short period of time, until June 1.
After June 1, students will no longer
get Webmail e-mails sent to their
new account. All e-mails sent to the
old account will automatically be
forwarded to the new account.

Downing stated that the “webmail system is at the end of its life,
which is why we chose to migrate at
this time. The system may start to
show signs of instability, so we are
going to build an incentive for students to sign up as soon as possible,” he said. “We have been talking
to Apple and were going to know in
a couple of days exactly what the
incentives are going to be.”
An example of the new address
is john.smith@baruchmail.cuny.
Downing and his team already anticipate problems that may arise.
“If there are duplicate names, and
we’ve already run counts to see
how many there are,” then a threedigit number will succeed the student’s last name. “But most of the
students on campus have unique
names,” says Downing.

•

The Battle of Lexington is
on Thursday in VC-B2. The
Bearcats will fight Hunter in
the annual basketball game,
with the men’s team at 5:30
p.m. and the women’s team
up at 7:30 p.m. Register
your group of 15 - 30 fans by
Tuesday, Feb. 5 for a chance
to win iPods, Nike gear and
Baruch paraphernalia. The
Pep Rally kicks off the Battle
of Lexington festivities in
the ARC Arena on Thursday,
during club hours. Come
get your dose of free food
and school spirit.
The Weissman Center for
International Business will
host the Mitsui Lunchtime
Forum series this Wednesday from 12:15 p.m. to 1:45
p.m. in VC 14-250. The topic
is “Billion of Entrepreneurs:
How China and India are
Reshaping their Future and Yours.” Refreshments
will be served.
The opening reception of

•

•

•

the Jazz Photographs of
Milt Hinton takes place on
Thursday from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. in the Sidney Mishlin
Gallery, 135 East 22 Street,
Ground Floor. The exhibit will continue through
March 5.
The Study Abroad Fair will
be held on Thursday, Feb.
14 from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
in the 7th floor conference
center, 151 East 25 Street.
Find out about opportunities to study in 35 countries
and meet with program representatives.
The Baruch College Spring
Blood Drive will be on Tuesday, March 4 and Wednesday, March 5, from 11 a.m.
to 4:15 p.m. Schedule an
appointment in the VC 2nd
floor lobby or online at baruch.cuny.edu/stulife.
Attention seniors: you can
still order your 2008 Baruch
College Lexicon Yearbook
for $45. Payment can be
made in the Office of Student Life, VC 2-210. You can
also download the order
form at baruch.cuny.edu/
stulife.
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Did you know . . .
California now has six kinds of medical marijuana available around the clock in vending
machines? Tell us what you think at oped@theticker.org.

Focus on learning, not grades
MONTANA LEONARD

ILLUSTRATED BY EDWARD WU I THE TICKER

It’s the beginning of a new semester. That
wonderful time where nothing matters and
you are months away from worrying about finals. It will come, though, the feeling of dread
that is synonymous with thinking about how
you did this semester. Is my grade point average high enough? Did I miss too many classes and lower my participation grade? Did my
hours of cramming for the final pay off?
I’m a firm believer that one should do
what feels good. Worrying oneself to the
point of nausea or insomnia makes no sense
to me. I am here at Baruch to try and learn
something that I do not already know. I do
not care if I receive an A or a D.
If I have absorbed the information, which
attempted to be taught to me, I have accomplished my mission.
I could not tell you a quarter of what I
“learned” freshman year, simply because
it does not matter to my personal quest for
knowledge. What I do remember is the stuff
that will help me in everyday life.
What I am trying to stress is this: stop
stressing. While many people may disagree,
I believe that the all-powerful GPA is worthless. We are in college; at this point we have
nothing to prove. We don’t need to try and
achieve a 4.0 to impress employers.
What you should be worrying about are
your people skills. Can you have a heartfelt
conversation with a stranger for five minutes? If you can’t, that job that you are competing against 10 other people for is not going to you.
Companies want people who are sociable, can converse with customers and have
healthy, friendly relationships with peers, seniors and subordinates.
Do interviewers care if you aced pre-cal
or bombed American Lit. II? Probably not.
What will impress them is if you make them
feel comfortable.
If you can maintain friendly professionalism during your half-hour interview and still
get it across to your inquisitor that you know

your stuff, you will be much better off than
the interviewee who brags of his 4.0 but
can’t sustain a 30 second side conversation that may come up during the process.
Now please don’t misinterpret this rant
as me saying that education is worthless —
far from it. The more you know the better off
you are, but it is up to you and you alone to
learn and understand what is being taught.
Once you are out of school and start
applying for those few precious available
jobs in the real world, you are going
to need to know your field.
But more importantly you are
going to have to know how to
schmooze, make your presence known and be
able to converse
like an interesting person.

It’s time to get involved
WILLIAM DAKS
Let me address something outright for all
Baruch students. These four years spent as an
undergrad largely determine where you will
end up in life. Why do I offer this crude advice to my fellow students?
It’s simple. Don’t waste your time idly
wandering and feeling lost. Instead, embrace
your surroundings and get involved. Whether
it be joining a club of interest, participating in
student government or simply obtaining an
internship, it’s essential we, as students, develop some crucial REAL WORLD skills and
experience.
Far too often do I come across fellow students, who after almost three or four years of
studying are still scratching their heads. And
believe me I understand. Countless nights
were spent pondering my sense of direction.
Graduate school, explore the job market or

dire and unpleasant conditions. Either
way, overcoming ignorance makes some
sort of progress.

just sit on my ass at home?
These critical decisions will not get any
easier as we near graduation.
So here’s some solid advice:
•

Stop idling and, instead, engage and
actively pursue your aspirations. Want
to be an accountant, operations associate at an investment bank, economist,
HR rep, lawyer or teacher/professor?
Great, you just joined thousands of others thinking just like you — just get out
and find out if that’s a career you really
want to be immersed in for the rest of
your life.
This means doing your research. Hit
the library and pick up some books on
the job of your dreams. Sometimes you
might find information that you will
either love or hate. Yes, we all want to
make loads of money, but this may often
entail subjecting ourselves to the most

•

Make an appointment with the career
center, speak to your professors, coworkers, friends and family and just ask
questions. Try to interview with companies that actually employ workers in
your aspiring profession. Those first few
internships may make you do the most
menial of tasks, but hey we all have to
start somewhere.

•

And whatever you do — don’t give up. If
you explore your options and discover
you might not want to be employed in
whatever dream job you contemplated,
move on and realize there are other
choices out there.
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By now, Heath Ledger’s sudden
death has reached the ears of people
around the world; his body has traveled
from New York to Los Angeles to Perth,
Australia, to be buried; rumors have
been spread and Facebook groups have
been created.
Through all that, one thing has been
made clear — the media thrives on drama. The frenzy that accompanied the young
actor’s death brought
back memories of
Anna Nicole Smith’s
death, after which every television station
interrupted their programming to cover MARIANE ST MAURICE
the very few developOpinion Editor
ments that followed it.
What bothers me most about these
situations, other than the fact that people are dying, of course, is that it often
seems like it is the media that drives all
Hollywood stars to live crazy lives. The
constant pressure of hovering tabloid
reporters and relentless paparazzi can,
I imagine, drives one insane.
Let’s take the example that I’m sure
has come to everyone’s mind by now —
dear old Britney Spears. When she first
hit stardom with her first, pink album,
Britney was a sweet ‘lil gal with a cute
accent, who was lovable and friendly.
Then, as her second and third albums
came around, the pressure to appeal to
an older audience, along with the constant attention she received, made her
change. Her innocence was lost and replaced with who she is now.
The girl never ceases to surprise us.
From shaving her head to holding her
kids hostage, the poor girl is a mess
and is turning into a nutcase — though,
thankfully, she reportedly is seeking
professional help for her, ahem, mood
swings. (For the record, the professional
is not Dr. Phil. Does he even count?)
I am one of those who believe that
the media should be blamed for many
breakups, cases of anorexia and paparazzi violence. (Note: This humble
column is excluded from that, since it is
denouncing it. Duh!)
Recently, it’s been all about pregnancies (Is Angie pregnant? She was wearing
a big dress and her boobs looked big. It
must be twins!), paternity tests (Katie’s
child with ex-boyfriend! ) and nose jobs
(Does Ashlee regret hers?).
This has become such an obsession
that we sometimes care more about
those far away stars than the people
around us. Pictures of actors shopping
at CVS and filling their gas tanks have
made them so accessible that, when incidents like Heath’s death happen, we
feel directly concerned.
As I read the many headlines the
following morning, ranging from professional ones to slightly disrespectful
ones, one thought dawned upon me and
scared me, “I thought Britney would be
next.” And, though it sounds horrible,
I know I am not the only person who
thought that. Frankly, I find it scary that
we have become so immersed in certain
stars’ lives that their personal problems
have become our entertainment. And
though it should, the media shows no
sign of slowing down.

You’ll thank me later.
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Dem candidate
a hypocrite

NIKSBLOG.IT

Adjunct: We fight
for peanuts

ZACHARY KLEIN

DAVID CHOWES

After watching recent presidential campaign videos, I stumbled across the wellpublicized Barack Obama/Oprah rally in
Columbia, S.C. It was shocking to see the way
Obama handled himself.
I have heard and watched him in front of
crowds several times, but this time was different. In front of a predominately AfricanAmerican crowd, Obama totally changed
his accent, his dialect and his enunciation of
words.
He was preaching to them in a way he
has never spoken publicly before, clearly to
appeal to them. We are talking about a U.S.
presidential candidate, completely changing
himself.
It is evident that Obama is quite bluntly a
racist and a hypocrite. Obama, the candidate
who is full of “hope” for “one America” is the
candidate who is doing the exact opposite of
what he preaches.
By speaking in the colloquial way he did in
front of the African-American crowd, Obama
showed just how divided he sees America, as
he changed himself to appeal to his rally attendants.
Quite simply, how can Obama unite and
change America, when he divides the country into race by treating races differently?
As a 20-year-old student (and a member
of Obama’s strong support group) I can safely say that Obama proved that he inherently
is not for change, as he acts and talks one way
to groups of people, but then puts on a show
for others.
Obama is trying to convey himself to
America as a bipartisan candidate, while his
actions prove otherwise. America stands for
equality!
A vote for Obama would be a vote to segregate America, as he has done himself.

Fight for dollars, not pennies
This “second protest” dealing with adjuncts getting or not getting paid to proctor
final exams is fighting for peanuts!
I am aware in my department of three adjuncts, including me, all of whom have been
at Baruch for at least 25 years. We make about
25 percent of the salary that the tenured professors earn and have no job security! Hired
in 1983, I taught between six and 12 credits
every fall, spring and summer.
A new chair was installed about six years
ago; two years ago, he started lowering my
course load.
Last September, I ran into him by accident
at 6 p.m. Asking him what courses I was doing for that spring term, he said, “I have no
courses for you.” When I asked he responded,
“I have to go to a meeting.” At six?

The other two adjuncts can speak for
themselves ... both superb professors! The
Professional Staff Congress represents all
CUNY faculty members and, even though
adjuncts teach most of the courses, the PSC
treats adjuncts and tenured equally.
However, the tenured happen to be treated “more equally.” I first contacted PSC one
year ago. They have done nothing! So why
have I been paying dues for over a quarter of
a century?
Because the new chair is a kind and
compassionate man, he finally gave me one
three-credit course. The least ever! But, he is
a wonderful and caring human being.
Two modest proposals: forget about exam
pay and adjuncts should sever their relationship with PSC and form their own bargaining
unit.
Hey! Do we have one of the most important prizes of universities — academic freedom?

SOMETHING
ON YOUR MIND?
LET US KNOW.

OPED@THETICKER.ORG

FEBRUARY 4, 2008

THE TICKER OPINION I PAGE 11

PAGE 12 I THE TICKER BUSINESS

FEBRUARY 4, 2008

Business

Baruch student shares Grant Thornton experience
BY OLEXA CAPILI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

One of the most crucial parts of
a college student’s experience is obtaining an internship. There a number of key things that makes one
particular company stand out from
another, such as the opportunity
to learn and perform meaningful
work, a friendly culture and room
for growth. As a State and Local Tax
Intern (SALT) at Grant Thornton
LLP, I am proud to say that I enjoy
all of these things at my job.
I applied and interviewed with
Grant Thornton through Baruch in
early 2007. At that time, the company did not have any positions available for tax internships. During the
course of the next several months,
my interest in Grant Thornton continued to grow. I kept in contact
with an acquaintance at the firm
that I had met through a Baruch
alumnus. It was through this Baruch alum that I gained valuable
information about the firm and
mentorship over the next several
months. Eventually, with his help,
the firm was able to find an opening for me in the SALT group.
One thing that sets Grant Thornton apart from other accounting
firms is the genuine nature of the
company’s employees. Speaking
from personal experience, working
at a larger firm forces employees to
constantly perform many diverse
tasks. Grant Thornton’s employees
are willing to take time out for such
things as giving back to students.
This seems to be especially true for
Baruch alumni that I have spoken
with.
The firm works hard to maintain
its friendly atmosphere and this
message is sent from the top-down.
The partner in charge of my group
is very amicable and sets the tone

TOM SAITA

Capili on the way to her offices of Grant Thorton.
for us. When hiring, he makes it a
point to judge a candidate on their
personality, making sure that they
will be a great fit for our team. I
have had two internships prior to
this one and other part-time jobs. I
can honestly say that Grant Thornton has the friendliest employees I
have every worked with.
Another thing I enjoy about
Grant Thornton is that it has the
prestige and capabilities of a big
accounting firm. The training here
is excellent. The firm continues to
grow every year in terms of revenue
and its workforce. In December
2007, the firm reached a milestone
when it hired its 1,000th employee
in the Northeast region. The firm
is not large enough to make employees feel like they are “lost in the
crowd.” Instead, it gives workers the
ability to interact more closely with
top management and to stand out.
The hours are also more reasonable
during the busy season because not
all of our clients are public.

Amazon makes buying
textbooks rewarding
n Spend money on
textbooks and feel
good about it.
BY MICHAEL AWOTEDU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Most college students, however
philanthropic in nature, are usually
unable to give substantial donations to charitable causes that concern them as a result of insufficient
means.
These students are left with no
alternative; they must volunteer in
order to fulfill their altruistic desires. Volunteering is a rather selfless gesture, but sometimes actual
cash is necessary in order to support certain projects.
In order to address this issue, Africa Aid, a non-profit organization
based in San Diego, has partnered
with Amazon.com to launch its
first-ever Textbook Campaign. This
program allows university and college students from across the country the opportunity to fundraise on
behalf of underdeveloped communities in Africa by purchasing textbooks through Amazon.com.
Africa Aid’s textbook program
offers United States college students the opportunity to feed one
refugee child for one month with
one textbook purchase made on
Amazon through their website, africaaid.org. This strategy ensures
that students are able to satisfy

their philanthropic desires without
having to add to an already cumbersome list of expenses.
According to Eric Woods, founder and executive director of Africa
Aid and graduate from the University of California, “The average
college student in America spends
over $900 on textbooks every year.”
Amazon has agreed to donate 7
percent of every textbook purchase
made through Africa Aid’s website.
With the purchase of just one $60
textbook, an American student can
provide free lunches for one refugee child for one month through
Africa Aid’s signature School Lunch
and Educational Enhancement
Program.
Consequently, every student
could potentially sponsor 15 children for a month provided they
actually spend the estimated minimum of $900 buying textbooks from
Amazon through africaaid.org.
This is Africa Aid’s first-ever
textbook campaign and they are
counting on college students like
those of us at Baruch to join in
this positive initiative. The goal is
to raise $100,000 to support Africa
Aid’s overseas effort.
There is no doubt Baruch students can substantially aid in attaining this goal, provided we log
on to africaaid.org next time we
need to purchase a textbook.
More information on other programs can be found at africaaid.
org.

One thing I really appreciate is
that I am treated as an adult and
am given meaningful work. I am
constantly challenged and pushed
by my co-workers to learn and read
more. In fact, I am required to attend some of the training sessions
that our full-time staff attends, such
as learning how to use new software. Also, I am able to incorporate
many of the things I am learning in
my graduate courses at Baruch. A
major part of my job is to research
different tax code sections and it
helps having learned the terminology. I utilize tax databases every
day like CCH Tax Research and RIA
Checkpoint, which I learned to use
when writing research papers for
class. My writing and communication skills have played a very important part in this internship. We
constantly need to defend our clients and take certain tax positions
through the use of letters to New
York state auditors. These letters
provide persuasive arguments and

cite appropriate statutes, which ultimately lead to the firm’s success
for its clients.
If I had to give advice to students looking to attain internships,
I would recommend joining various clubs and organizations. Being
a well-rounded candidate is essential. One great program for tax
students to get involved in is the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Program.
Any unique activities or hobbies that one has are very crucial,
not only to one’s self-growth, but
also as a topic of conversation. As a
business journalist and a food critic
for The Ticker, I can tell readers that
on every interview I have been on,
recruiters have been fascinated
and asked me questions about The
Ticker.
I am a firm believer in networking. Network with whoever you can,
whenever you can. You never know
who is sitting next to you in class;
they just might be working at your
dream company. Professors are
also an invaluable source of information as mentors, instructors and
to help students gain further contacts. It is important to have friends
at all levels in one’s firm — from
administrative staff, to HR, including IT, managers and partners. You
never know who will help you in the
future. Make it a point to ask someone new to lunch every week.
Grant Thornton LLP will be
coming to the undergraduate career fair on Friday, Feb. 8. Please be
sure to stop by the table and pick
up more information on exciting
internship opportunities. On campus interviews will take place on
Friday, Feb. 22.
For more information, contact
Darrell Lampa at Darrell.Lampa@
gt.com.

BUSINESS SITE OF THE WEEK: ABNORMALRETURNS.COM

BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR

There’s nothing particularly exciting about this blog other than its
structure and efficiency.
Abnormalreturns.com is based
on a simple premise: gathering
the best, most interesting articles
across a wide spectrum of investment, economic and alternative
investments blogs and articles online on a daily basis. The links and

a brief synopsis of the articles are
then listed.
In brief, users can read important business stories and have a
general snapshot of stories of the
day.
Named one of the top “50 best
business blogs” by Times Online,
Abnormalreturns.com is a great resource for keeping up with market
and economic developments without having to go through a series of
finance or market websites.

TICKER WATCH: HIGH YIELD SPREADS

As of Wednesday, Jan. 23, the 210 percent gain from the lows of June 2007 equates
to a spread of 748 basis points.

LETTER FROM THE
BUSINESS EDITOR
As I predicted last week,
the Fed would cut the funds
rate by 50 basis points, citing that the “downside risks
to growth remain.” Within a
nine-day period, the Fed cut
interest rates by a total of 125
basis points. This aggressiveness is a sharp contrast to the
attitude of the inflation-weary
Fed of early 2007 and I can’t
help but reflect upon how bad
things have gotten so quickly.
As I also noted last week,
it’s my belief that we may be in
a mild recession and the Fed is
determined to make it a short
one, hence their aggressive
rate cut. While most experts
will start
guessing
the Fed’s
next move
or question
whether
the Fed is
trying to
s u s t a i n EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
growth
Business Editor
at the expense of price stability, I’m
more interested in analyzing
why our economy is in its current state.
In my opinion, the U.S.
consumer holds the key to this
answer. After years of lots of
spending and a record low in
our national savings rate, the
consumer is simply spent with
some on credit. The first real
sign of this was the holiday
retail numbers, which were
the lowest in five years while
unemployment inched up in
December 2007.
And when consumers
slowed their spending habit,
the result was a 0.06 percent
GDP growth in the fourth
quarter of 2007. To accurately
depict the portrait of how important the U.S. consumer is to
the global economy, consider
that $1.6 billion were spent
by Asia’s two fastest growing
economies, China and India,
which is a small percentage of
the $9.5 trillion spent by U.S.
consumers. This made consumers responsible for 72 percent of U.S. economic activity.
For a large number of U.S.
companies, the only good
news lies in operations overseas, where the angst in the
U.S. economy is cushioned by
solid economic growth on a
global level, especially in China and India, both of which
are growing at double digits. While American companies with operations in these
countries are benefiting from
this growth, U.S. consumers
are also benefiting. The consumption of cheap imports
from these countries keeps
inflation low since it ensures
that companies in America
with substitute products can’t
raise prices. But the bad news
is that we fill the coffins of
these countries by buying
their products and then rely
on them to buy our debt.
With the current economic
condition and the impact of
globalization, some have gone
as far as implying the possibility of the first global recession.
Such a recession would be
highly unlikely simply because
of the growth experienced by
foreign countries.
Next week’s topic: Renaisance of Africa economies.
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Eyeing 2008: Investment strategy in a tough market
BY ARI JAHJA
MARKETING CORRESPONDENT

As a follow up to last week’s article featuring the outlook for the five
industries in the S&P 500, the following is my 2008 outlook for a for
the industrial material, consumer
goods and business services sector.
The major factors that can contribute to the upside/downside risks to
the outlook is the economy.
Industrial
While the outlook for U.S. construction equipment is still negative, there are reasons not to be too
bearish on the sector where there
is a global uptrend in agriculture
and mining. My top picks are DE
and BUCY, which will benefit from
global exposure to these late, longcycle trends.
On the previous article I discuss
my positive view on agriculture.
Deere & Co. (DE) is the world’s
largest maker of agricultural equipment. Rising demand and high
prices for commodities such as
corn and wheat should continue to
bode well for tractor sales, as farmers seek to increase efficiency and
enhance crop yields.
Meanwhile, the global commodities boom has prompted mining companies to boost production
to meet demand.
My top pick is Bucyrus International (BUCY). The firm specializes in large-scale excavation gear
used in surface mining and more
recently high-tech systems for underground coal mining.
Joel Tiss, a machinery analyst
of Lehman Brothers, sees BUCY’s
earnings peaking in 2010. He wrote
in a report that “the current mining

ILLUSTRATED BY DUSTIN WINEGER

cycle continues to have legs.”
Currently, the stock looks attractive since it is trading only at 15
times forward of the 2009 consensus EPS estimate of $6 per share,
which can prove to be conservative
given BUCY’s margin improvement
and capacity expansion opportunities. Pay close attention to the company’s quarterly earnings release
on Feb. 14.
Consumer Goods
Retailers have suffered as consumers cut discretionary spending
amid weak housing and credit markets and high food and gas prices.
However, a few Wall Street analysts
have started to upgrade retail stocks
since many are trending below his-

torical trough levels.
They believe that they present
attractive longer-term opportunities when consumer spending
bounces back. UBS analyst Brian
Nagel said some retail stocks might
recover early in a recession and
upgraded office-supply retailer
Staples Inc. and home-furnishings
retailer Bed, Bath & Beyond based
on that view.
“Consider that in the early 1990s
recession retail stocks started their
recovery more than one year before
negative earnings per share adjustments ended,” Nagel wrote.
If investors wait for retailers
to start beating analysts forecasts
again, they might miss the first
stages of an uptick in the retail sector. Instead, investors should be
alert for periods when the Federal
Reserve cuts rates because retail
stocks do well during times of monetary easing, he said.
Overall, I believe that a combination of interest-rate cuts and
a fiscal-stimulus package should
provide positive bias for the retail
sector until consumer data starts
to point otherwise. Simple ways to
long/short this sector is through
the Consumer Discretionary SPDR
(XLY) and Consumer Staples SPDR
(XLP).
Outlook: Cautious
Business Services
Most media stocks are largely
dependent on advertising spending, which diminishes across many
categories when the economy is
suffering. Therefore, expect to see
further pressure on stocks in this
sector, such as New York Times
(NYT) and Sirius Satellite Radio
(SIRI). A warning sign is Google

(GOOG) missing analyst estimates
in Q4 2007 due to decelerating ad
sales.
Despite my overall negative outlook on the services sector, there is
one exception. I believe that education is an attractive recession-proof
play. My top pick is Apollo Group
Inc. (APOL), a company that owns
the University of Phoenix and Axia
College brand names.
With over 310k students, Apollo
is the largest private post-secondary school in the U.S. In the first
quarter, its earnings jumped 23

percent due to robust enrollment
growth. During a conference call
with analysts, Apollo’s president,
Brian Mueller, said working people
tend to flock to adult education
companies like Apollo when their
“wages are not high enough to provide them with a comfortable middle-class lifestyle.”
Furthermore, in order to be
more competitive in the job market,
more and more people have decided to pursue online education due
to flexibility and affordability.
Outlook: Negative

FINANCE.YAHOO.COM

Deere & Co.‘s 12 month price action chart.

FINANCE.YAHOO.COM

Bucyrus International’s 12 month price action chart.
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New Yorkers get a day on at Serve-a-Thon
n Volunteers donate
over 150 hours in
MLK tribute
BY LIA EUSTACHEWICH
FEATURES EDITOR

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is
noted for granting students across
the nation a day off from school.
But for those at the New York City
Coalition Against Hunger, each
year Martin Luther King Jr. Day is “a
day on, not a day off.”
For the past five years, the NYCCAH has been honoring Dr. King
through their annual Serve-a-Thon,
a three-day long program which
unifies churches and soup kitchens
city-wide with eager and committed volunteers.
Each year, the NYCCAH coordinates volunteers to help soup
kitchens and food pantries with
painting, cleaning, serving food,
packing pantry bags and distributing information about food stamps,
according to their website.
Neal Flowerman, the organization’s coordinator of volunteer services, said that the annual Servea-Thon helps these soup kitchens
and food pantries complete “projects that they normally put on a
backburner” due to lacks of time,
money or volunteers.”
In response to the city’s growing
need for volunteers, this year’s fifth
annual Serve-a-Thon produced the
biggest volunteer turnout yet. “We
boosted the number of people that
served last year from about 100 to
150 to 350 people who served this
year,” he explained.
Flowerman further added how
the coalition does not refer to those
who donate their time as being volunteers and for good reason.
“We call them servers instead of
volunteers because they serve. Dr.
King’s legacy was to serve,” he said.
“Anybody can be good, because
anybody can serve, that was his
motto and his fighting force.”
This year, servers helped raise
more than $4,500 that went towards buying Serve-a-Thon necessities such as food, renovation
supplies, and paint. But he noted

another kind of donation that was
equally as valuable. “Sherwin-Williams Company donated 300 gallons of paint for the churches, soup
kitchen and food pantries to use.”
Other servers in attendance this
year included 12 staff members of
Baruch’s very own Ticker. Members of The Ticker volunteered nine
hours of their Saturday in late January at Abounding Grace Ministries
located in the Lower West Side.
With the help of the church’s
employees, the day was filled with
folding bags of donated clothing,
washing dishes in the kitchen,
cleaning the bathroom from floor
to ceiling and scrubbing and dusting the common area.
Plenty of laughs, stories and
memories were shared during The
Ticker’s day of giving back to those
less fortunate.
The NYCCAH has been around
since 1983 in efforts to help “tackle
hunger in the city.” Their organization’s mission has changed from
providing emergency food providers to work efficiently to help stave
off hunger, to its current efforts,
which promote advocacy and legislative involvement.
The NYCCAH currently represents 1,200 soup kitchens and food
pantries in New York City. As stated
on their website, their resounding
goal is to provide “food access for
all New Yorkers.”
Planning for the Serve-a-Thon
takes about four to five months, according to Flowerman, but giving
this year’s incredible turn out, the
NYCCAH may want to start their
planning for next year’s program a
bit earlier.
“We just want to make [the
event] bigger and better than the
previous year and make it more of a
fundraiser,” Flowerman said. “…We
basically tell people that [Martin
Luther King Jr. Day] is not a day off
from work on Monday, but it’s a day
on, when people from all across
the city will come all together in
the spirit of giving back to society
and to continuing the legacy of Dr.
King.”
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Cleaning supplies in hand, Ticker staff puts in a hard day’s work.
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For more information on how to
start volunteering, go to nyccah.org.

The Ticker’s Timothy Chan lends a hand in organizing and bagging donated clothing for the needy.

An answer to any problem, Bearcat style
BY MAREK MERY
STAFF WRITER

People become addicts and
abusers of both legal and illegal
substances for a variety of reasons.
There is no specific personality pattern or circumstance that will lead
to a harmful addiction. Diligent
workers and couch potatoes alike
are the victims of substance abuse.
But when it is time to kick the addiction, there is plenty of help
available.
The first service available to
Baruch students free of charge is
the Counseling Center, located
on the ninth floor of 137 East 25th
Street (directly opposite the Vertical Campus). The Center, directed
by licensed psychologist and psychoanalyst, Dr. David Cheng. The
Center offers free counseling in the
form of individual therapy or group
therapy, and students are encouraged to make use of these services
for a variety of reasons.
The Center has no specific focus,
its only mission is “helping students

succeed,” according to the Baruch website. The center
is dedicated to helping students on a wide
variety of problems. Substance abuse is listed fourth
among the various issues.
The Counseling Center is
staffed with experienced and
licensed psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers,
and supervised pre-doctoral
graduate students. Staff members
are objective and unbiased listeners with a profound respect for the
confidentiality and multicultural
background of Baruch students.
The Counseling Center is open
from 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m. on Wednesday and 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Friday.
Another service that is available
to Baruch students is the Health
Care Center, which was opened in
2000 at the request of students. It
is located on the main floor of 138
East 26th Street. The center provides health care for cold, cough,

ILLUSTRATED BY DUSTIN WINEGAR I THE TICKER

flu, strains, sprains and they offer some vaccinations for no cost.
Other services, such as tests for
sexually transmitted diseases, can
be obtained for the discounted fee,
which includes a charge for only
laboratory goods and services.
The Health Care Center is run by
director Zora Flores-Bent, student
liaison Elaine Franco and nurse

practitioner Audrey Hoover. The
Health Care Center recommends students who
desire counseling to the
Counseling Center, and its
website lists the phone numbers for the hot lines of health
and wellness-oriented organizations. Among these are
five organizations dedicated
to alcohol and drug addiction
rehabilitation.
The Health Care Center is open
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday
and Thursday and from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday.
Finally, Baruch offers a peer-topeer approach for those who may
be too shy to become involved with
adults — Helpline. The program
offers Baruch students peer counseling completely free of charge.
Its staff of peer counselors is available to help students deal with any
personal, family or academic concerns.
Peer counseling is completely
confidential and Helpline has an

extensive database of agencies
and services that provide housing
in case of any emergency reasons.
Helpline additionally has a certified notary public available for
legal witnessing, validating legal
documents and taking affidavits.
Helpline urges students with any
problems to come to their office in
VC 3-241, because “[Helpline] will
point you in the right direction,”
their pamphlet states. Their office
is open Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to
6 p.m.
To Baruch students with issues
of any kind, these three school
centers are your closest help. They
provide guidance for those with addictions, but can help students with
any problems that may arise.
For those too shy to use these
free services, there are local and
national hot lines that are always
available as well.
For a complete listing, visit the
Health Care Center’s web site: www.
baruch.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/
counselingcenter.htm
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Rats! Chinese New Year predicts progress
BY BRITT YU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The ball has dropped in Times
Square. Resolutions are being followed and broken. Holiday vacation has ended, but for the Chinese,
it means the New Year is approaching. Thursday, Feb. 7 is Chinese
New Year and families across the
world will be celebrating.
The holiday dates back to thousands of years ago in China’s history, so far back that the exact origins
of the holiday have been lost and
mixed with myths. For peasants
and farmers, this holiday was the
only time individuals could relax.
The date doubles as a holiday and a
celebration to welcome the spring
season. Because the Chinese calendar is based on the moon, the date
changes every year, hence the alternate name, the Lunar New Year.
The man-eating monster, Nian,
was said to have terrorized people
on New Year’s Eve. It was then discovered that its weakness was the
color red and loud noises. Afterwards, red decorations were
hung outside of homes,
firecrackers were set off
and people banged on
gongs and drums to
keep the monster away
every New Year’s Eve.
The tradition of red
being a lucky color
and celebrating
Chinese
New
Year with a bang
emerged from
this story. Chinese New Year
parades along with

lion and dragon dances take on the
belief that they scare off evil because of how fearsome the animals
look.
One of the most well known
facets of the Chinese New Year involves the 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac. Last year was the year
of the Pig and this year will be the
year of the Rat.
According to onlinechineseastrology.com, 2008 will be full of
“possibilities, a time of progress;
although, it may not generally be
spectacular. Those who take the
biggest risks could be disappointed. Everyone should, nevertheless,
add something new to their life.”
Assuming horoscopes are accurate,
this year will be especially good to
those in business and academics.
Aside from remembering the
past and welcoming the New Year,
there are other things to keep in
mind. Professor Eva Chou, who
teaches a course on
Asian American literature, states that
“the Lunar

New Year is a holiday spent with
family” is comparable to Thanksgiving, since meals during this time
are traditionally shared with family.
And many of our Chinese-American students will be doing just that.
Luck is the other major factor of the holiday. Before the 15day celebration can begin, homes
are thoroughly cleaned so
that the past’s ill fortune is
swept away. The house is
also cleaned to
make room for
the good luck
the future will
bring.
Red
paper decorations marked
with gold or
black characters, representing prosperity
and good

health, are bought and hung.
Meals for this occasion are also
prepared based on symbolism. Oranges symbolize wealth and are often given as gifts.
Fish represents togetherness
and is never fully eaten as a sign
that the family will always have
more than enough food.
Noodles are left whole
because they mark
longevity and cutting
them
will
bring bad
fortune.
Ma ny
families
do not eat
meat or fish
on the first
day because
it is believed
they will live
longer

as a result.
Like many holidays, gift giving
is part of the Chinese New Year experience. Red envelopes filled with
money are the most famous item
given during this holiday. Married
couples give children and those
who are single “lucky money” as a
way of wishing them a happy new
year.
It’s not the only thing, however, that can be given as gifts.
New York’s Chinatown devotes the
weekend before the holiday to the
yearly Lunar New Year market, located in Columbus Park. Vendors
set up booths and sell items that
customers can use as presents or
goods needed to get people into
the spirit of the New Year. There
are also performances that serve
as a sneak peek into the actual New
Year’s Day.
So if 2008 has not gone your way
so far, perhaps a clean slate, a good
time with your family and some
luck can help change that.
Gong Hay Fat Choy, Baruch!

ILLUSTRATED BY
DUSTIN WINEGAR
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Aquarium home
to fish, volunteers
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

There is one place in New York
City where fish and humans live
together in peace. The New York
City Aquarium. Home to varied
underwater wildlife, also hosts a
volunteer diving team that serves
as a sanctuary for those who seek
the serenity of life underwater,
away from the stresses of everyday
life. The unique program provides
those interested in diving with not
just an opportunity to explore their
passion, but to do some good hard
work at the same time.
The divers are able to interact
with visitors and the wildlife in the
exhibits, thus furthering the goals
of the aquarium and the Wildlife
Conservation Society. The eventual
goal is “to have divers in the water
every single day of the year in many
of [the aquarium’s] major exhibits,
teaching and attracting visitors, as
well as convey [the] Society’s goal
of inspiring the public to become
advocates of conservation and the
sustaining of wildlife and natural
habitats throughout the world.”
The
divers
commit
to
volunteering at the aquarium for
one year by a written agreement so
that the amount of training is used
effectively. Many divers stay well
past the one year period; out of 41
divers in the program, half of them
have been part of it since it began
in 2003.
The program always accepts
new divers and the monthly
orientations are usually attended
by eight to 10 divers, of which
only about half follow up with the
paperwork. The divers need to
obtain medical clearance, submit
copies of their dive logs, fill out an
application form, pass an interview
with Blankfein and pass a water
test. Divers must be 18 years of age
or older, and must complete and log
at least 25 dives, with a minimum of
five logged in the last year.
The
latter
of
the
two
requirements has been altered to
create a position of volunteer dive
team intern that can be filled by
divers that are newly certified and
have not logged enough dives.
The divers are not just divers
but rather aqua, or underwater,
docents. In order to fulfill this
role they have to attend classes
taught by Richard S. Blankfein, the
volunteer coordinator at the New
York City Aquarium, which cover
the brief history of the New York
Aquarium, activities of keepers
and trainers, activities of volunteer
divers and their commitment,
protocols for volunteers as well as
the collections/exhibits and what
volunteers must learn and know
about the animals.
The knowledge gained in such
classes is intended to be used in
special demonstrations that are
meant to enhance the visitors’
experience. After the divers finish
with the diving and maintenance
work both above and below the
water, they mingle with the visitors
on their “divers’ walkabout” and
answer questions about the animals
and what they do.
The aquarium visitors can talk to
the divers and watch them interact
with fish, leopard sharks, rays and
moray eels, among other wildlife.
The stinger has not been removed
from the rays and they often bump
into the divers, who nudge them
into opposite direction, but no one
has ever been stung.
Through this interaction, the
divers become the aquarium’s
“newest education interactive
exhibit.” For this to work, there
is one rule they must all obey no
matter how tempting the wildlife
is to touch. “We don’t touch any of
the animals,” asserts Blankfein.
This enables the fish to maintain

NYAQUARIUM.COM

Richard S. Blankfein, volunteer
coordinator at the New York Aquarium.

a sense of comfort and not fear
the divers in the tank, resulting
in an enhanced experienced for
all involved. The divers get to
experience the fish swimming
near them and the visitors get to
view humans in close proximity to
various wildlife.
The divers participating at the
program are at different skill levels,
some more seasoned than others.
Diving is not their job, but rather
a hobby and the aquarium is their
underwater sanctuary.
These
lawyers,
teachers,
secretaries and even college
students leave their jobs and
responsibilities for a day every two
weeks and arrive at the aquarium
at 8 a.m., ready to dive. Also among
the divers are also some college
students and they are faced with
the same expectations as everyone
else.
“If somebody comes in and says
they want to work after school, I
am not interested. That’s no good.
When you commit to dive here, you
come in at eight in the morning and
I have you till it’s 5 p.m.,” Blankfein
explains about the rules. The divers
dive once every other week and
Blankfein makes sure that they do
not become bored. “The day is a
full day. They are exhausted by the
end of the day. It’s not easy work
and they do other things, too, like
cleaning.”
George Babiak, who has been
diving for 15 years, admits with
a smile that the works involves a
lot of scrubbing. “Sometimes it is
[hard work]. We come home pretty
sore.” Working hard and following
rules is imperative for the success
of the program and any violation is
punished and could even result in
termination.
The divers arrive already
knowing the schedule and tasks for
the day because Blankfein e-mails
them mid-week. Light conversation
flows as divers gather for a quick
briefing by Blankfein and prepare
their equipment. Those assigned
surface support, also known as
above-the-water work, bundle up
and prepare their tools, while those
diving leave for the locker room to
change into their wetsuits.
“I was born behind the Sea
Cliffs,” jokes Eric Byron, one of the
volunteer divers on surface support
for the day.
There might be rules to follow,
an aquarium to clean and maintain,
but the jokes, just like work, never
stop. The divers might see each
other only once every two weeks
but they are really close with one
another.
Here, at the New York City
Aquarium, they are among friends,
among those who understand that
diving is a way of life.
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In memory of Heath Ledger, 1979-2008
BY JOEL NEY
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

News of the tragic passing of
actor Heath Ledger on Tuesday,
Jan. 22 spread through our city like
wildfire. A fellow New Yorker and
a staple of our SoHo and Boerum
Hall neighborhoods, Ledger was
one of the youngest actors who
had recently become an A-list star
in his very promising career. Looking back at the many achievements
he had reached by age 28, we can
see his shining talent and efforts
to continuously expand with each
new project he became involved in.
More importantly — on a human
level — a grieving family has just
lost a beloved son and young father, which is by far the most painful loss.
During my tenure as the preceding arts editor of The Ticker, I met
the actor and his wife Michelle Williams when Ledger was giving press
interviews for Brokeback Mountain. At the time, Paramount Pictures was unsure how well the film
would fare amid mainstream audiences and critics and spent a disproportionate amount of money on
promotional materials for the piece
(I, myself, unexpectedly walked
away with a faux sheepskin cowboy
jacket). They eagerly arranged my
interview with Ledger, Williams, costar Anne Hathaway, their director
Ang Lee, bow tie-sporting producer
James Schamus (now co-president
of Focus Features) and even the
reclusive screenwriter Larry McMurtry. From among my many experiences with film actors for this
school paper, Heath Ledger stood
out as one of the most thoughtful,
kind and warm personalities that I
had ever met.
Like the volatile leading man of
Emily Brönte’s Wuthering Heights,
Heathcliff, after which the actor
was named, in his short life Ledger powerfully delivered many diverse characters that were almost
polar to one another, ranging from
the world’s most famous womanizer Giacomo Casanova to a confused cowboy of a very different
sexual orientation, Ennis Del Mar.
I had been following Ledger’s work
since his early comedy (based on
a Shakespearian piece) 10 Things
I Hate About You, a film that was
quite meaningful to me when I was
18.
A year later, I remember watching — appropriately on the Fourth
of July — the American Revolution
period piece, The Patriot, at the
Loews theater on 68th Street and
being deeply moved by the actor’s
portrayal of Mel Gibson’s impassioned son, Gabriel. Gabriel’s innocence in his romance with the
lovely Anne (Lisa Brenner) was
truly charming; and later, his grim
encounter with the marvelous villain portrayed by Jason Isaacs also
left an indelible mark in my imagination. An inspiration for my own
burgeoning career in the theatrical
arts, Heath Ledger quickly established himself in my mind as one
of those actors, so rare today, that
were able to portray likable romantic leads void of the hit-and-run
horniness often found in modern
males.
During our brief 15-minute
meeting, Ledger candidly talked
about his new family life. He mentioned that his mother, sister and
wife were in town that day. “All my
girls,” he joked. When asked about
his work portraying the lovelorn Ennis (for which he earned his Academy Award nomination), his eyes
would stare at the table before us
as he fell into an intense discussion
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In his young life, Heath Ledger had already accomplished what many people can only dream of.

of his character studies, a vocalized
never-ending stream of consciousness showcasing his personal and
very serious contemplation in selecting his cinematic roles.
In choosing such a nontraditional story such as Brokeback
Mountain and knowing that the
“script was packaged with fears and
anxieties,” the actor said that he did
not care whether he was putting his
“career at risk.”
“I didn’t know what I had at
stake anyway, so I was like, whatever,” Ledger told me. “And I’m kind
of willing to be a little ruthless with
it, you know. If anything, it felt like
something, an opportunity for me
to mature as a person and as an actor, which is what I‘m kind of looking for.”
In terms of personal challenges
in portraying Ennis, he remarked,
“I think it would be quite easy and
a little too obvious for me to just
go, ‘Oh, well, the physical aspects
of doing intimate scenes were the
most challenging.’ But, you know,
it really wasn’t. Once you did a first
take, you got over it, and you realized it was just a person. You’re
working. You’re in cowboy boots.
You‘re acting, and you get on with
it and you make the film. Really, the
challenge for me was, I think, aging. I thought that was something
important to pull off in the film or
otherwise it just wasn’t going to
work aging subtly.”
“The character I was playing
emotionally didn’t mature that
much,” he continued. “How do we
do that? So I really focused in on
his accent, and roughly I tried to

split his story into thirds, and his
accent into thirds. It starts a little
high pitched and looser, and with a
little bit more life, and more energy,
and then it slowly gets deeper and
deeper and kind of rusty and [with]
more strength.”
Ledger seemed to disagree describing the film as a “gay” love
story, but withdrew from explaining his point of view on that. “It’s
a very touchy subject. If I say, ‘No,
it isn’t,’ a lot of people are going to
say, ‘Hang on, it is!’ and ‘We want
it to be!’ But for me, I wanted my
story, my particular character to
kind of represent, you know, love
transcending all. Whether you
want to label him ‘gay’ or not, it’s a
pure human being and his soul falling in love with another soul, and it
just happens to be in the vessel of
a man.”
Ledger found it fun spending
time on horseback in the country at
the film set. “Becoming a cowboy,
so to speak, or a ranch-hand, was
actually the easiest part of my job,
I found. Growing up in Australia,
you’re around ranch-hands, farm
folk, and so I think there’s something fairly universal to the way
someone who spends all day and
night on horseback, just how they
see the world.”
His sense of humor persevered
throughout the conversation. “And
just how they walk, you know,” he
jokingly added. “I mean, the way
they get off a horse, it kind of still
looks like they’re walking on a
horse. So I found that easy. I really
adore horses and horseback riding.” After a pause, he added, “I‘ve

never wrangled sheep.”
The little use of dialogue for
Innes in the film actually interested
Ledger. “I think sometimes in acting — or in life — it complicates
things, or confuses an issue. If anything, it gave me more room, more
space to express whatever I wanted.
Like I wasn’t restricted to words. I
just had more freedom.”
“But I put a lot of thought into
him, obviously,” Ledger told me.
“Part of my investigation into Ennis was kind of figuring out what
he was fighting against: why did he
have this inability to express and to
love. And so I kind of figured out
part of them. It would have been
the fact that he was so deeply affected by the generations before
him, his father, and his father’s
father, and their beliefs, and their
traditions, and their fears and their
stories were so deeply embedded
into him that it just prohibited him
from ever expressing. That was a
small discovery I made, and then I
just wanted to physicalize that basically into his walk, into his posture,
into his voice. I wanted any form of
expression to be painful. I wanted
him to be a clenched fist — I wanted his mouth to be a clenched fist
all the time. If a word came out, it’d
be punching out of him.”
When asked about whether
there was difficulty in developing
chemistry with a man than with a
woman, Ledger replied, “Nah …
it’s pretty much the same thing; the
second you find out you’re doing
a movie with someone, you don’t
kind of get on the phone and say,
‘Hey we should hang out!’ It just

happens. You’re there to do the
same thing. The movie and the story is in both of your best interests.”
“I guess the main thing I remember Ang [Lee] telling me, and I
think it was just from him watching
me, the way my hands were going
everywhere — I have quite nervous
energy — and he was just like, ‘Stillness. Stillness.’ He just kept saying
that. And I thought that was going
to be my biggest issue, because he
kept repeating it, and I thought this
is obviously my biggest problem.
But then once you get out in the
wilderness, you really do become
a product of your environment. I
found that came quite easy too,
‘cause Ennis ended up becoming
— and I wanted him to — becoming like a tree, a rock, and he kind of
sank into the dirt. And I wanted him
to become that comfortable in the
wilderness, and when he was back
home in suburban life, I wanted the
noises to be too loud, and the light
to be too bright, and him to never
be quite comfortable there.”
Ledger’s frank insight on perfecting the actor’s skill contributed
greatly to my understanding of the
craft. I’ll always be grateful to have
met him and I am overcome with
sadness with his passing. His family
indeed must be enduring “unimaginable grief,” as Daniel Day-Lewis
fittingly described it.
“I hope you don’t mind if I speak
about this. I feel very unsettled at
the moment [because of ] Heath
Ledger’s death,” the Oscar-nominated Day-Lewis recently said in
an interruption of an Oprah Winfrey interview, “I didn’t know him,
I have a strong impression I would
have liked him very much.” He is
right. Later, Day-Lewis meaningfully dedicated his new Screen Actor’s
Guild Award, for his work in There
Will Be Blood, to Ledger, with an
examination of the two roles that
meant the most to him, in Monster’s
Ball and Brokeback Mountain.
I recently discussed with a close
friend of mine, writer Matt Brandstein, how excruciatingly difficult
it will likely be to watch The Dark
Knight later this year, being aware
that the beloved actor is no longer with us. The thought stirred up
heavy memories of Brandon, Bruce
Lee’s son and aspiring action star,
whose last film was a very dark
piece called The Crow. Brandon’s
tombstone bears a dedication that
starts with the sobering line, “Because we do not know when we will
die, we get to think of life as an inexhaustible well.”
Indeed, such unforeseen losses
become poignant reminders of
the great and unevaluated value
of those who we are able to connect to in our lives right now; and
the greatest suffering is endured
not by the dead, but by those loved
ones left behind in this world who
are forced to cope with the detachment. So, the living are in greater
need than the dead. It appeared the
right conclusion was that Ledger’s
performance in the new Batman
film should not be met with grief,
but considered a celebration of the
actor’s grand versatility.
“The Joker was actually — that
was the most fun I’ve ever had,
probably ever will have, playing a
character,” Ledger inadvertently
predicted in a November 2007 press
interview for I’m Not There. “It was
hard, stamina-wise, because of the
high levels of energy involved —
were needed — required everyday.
But it was incredibly enjoyable.”
When asked what he personally
brought to the character, he slyly
remarked, “You’re going to have to
just wait and see.”
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Widen your aperture Unknown shines
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Although not known for their
modern and contemporary art
collection, let alone photography,
the Metropolitan Museum of Art
mounts a picture perfect composition with their recent exhibition
titled “Depth of Field.” Featuring
artists ranging from the 1960s to today, “Depth of Field” is a conglomeration of prints from the museum’s
permanent collection and is the
first of many more shows to come.
The Met has put their best photos
forward.
For the inaugural exhibition in
the Joyce and Robert Menschel Hall
for Modern Photography, the Met
has brought together a dozen of, arguably, the most influential artists
in the history of photography since
the mid-20th century.
From 35mm prints to digital, each photo tackles an aspect
unique to the art itself.

Some artists were concerned
not merely with the figurative objects portrayed by the image, but
rather the magic of the dark room.
German artist Sigmar Polke’s “Untitled” (1975), features what appears
to be a man in a bar, however the
image is distorted by an eerie array
of unrestrained waves of disorder.
It is the sheer appearance of
accidental mishap in the development of the film that makes the
image visually interesting. Perhaps
even more shocking to the viewer
is Adam Fuss’s photograph entitled
“Nowl” (1988), which is created
solely from photographic paper,
developing solution and a flashlight. The combination erupts in a
beautiful, almost otherworldly explosion.
Other artists used photography
as a vehicle to throw this notion
of the self-portrait into question.
“Untitled #87” (1981) by Cindy
Sherman, a well-known American,
whose work has been considered

BARUCH PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORRESPONDENT

J. Kyle Manzay’s The Actor’s
Rap! continues through March
1 with performances Thursday,
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and
a matinee on Saturday at 3 p.m.
This outrageous comedy centers
around a group of actors frustrated by rappers turned actors, who
steal their roles. The play will star
actress Vanessa Simmons (actress
and daughter of Reverend Run)
Michael Shawn of Hot 97, and J.
Kyle Manzay, most recently seen
in American Gangster. Baruch
students and faculty can see this
comedy for only $20.
The Emerging Artists Theatre

with the Triple Threat
Play Premiere begins
Feb. 4, with The Play About The
Naked Guy, Claymont and Sisters’
Dance. The Play About The Naked
Guy tracks a group of thespians
who will stop at nothing to save
their company from bankruptcy.
Claymont takes us to the summer
of ’69 where Neil Greenglass discovers that he is by falling in love
with a draft dodger next door.
In Sisters’ Dance, two sisters
must overcome their differences
and learn the meaning of family.
Tickets to the general public are
$50 and only $25 for students. The
schedule for each of the shows
varies, so visit bpactheatre.com
to view the schedule.
Auditions will be held on Feb.
12 and 13 for Getting Out by Mar-

largely feminist in nature focuses
not only on the idea of the artist as
a modifiable subject, but further
questions the role of the female in
films.
Perhaps one of the most entertaining images was “Untitled”
(1973) by Stark Charles Ray, in
which the artist is seen bound to a
tree. Charles Ray further questions
the freedom associated with artistic
imagination.
The most controversial photograph was Richard Prince’s “Untitled (Cowboy)” (1989), in which
he re-photographs advertisements,
particularly Marlboro men. Though
he attempts to bridge the gap between low and high art, he “borrows,” without accrediting the true
artist. Making a statement with
someone else’s words blares artistic plagiarism.
If you don’t catch this exhibition, don’t fret; more photographs
are waiting in the dark room for exposure.

sha Norman, from 6:30 p.m. to
11 p.m. in the BPAC Rehearsal
Studio. This is the spring production from the department of Fine
and Performing Arts and Director Thom Garvey will be casting
seven men and five women. For
more information, visit the department of Fine and Performing
Arts, located in VC 7-235.
Finally, this week BPAC is
seeking administrative interns,
members of the 55 UnderGround
street team, ushers and box office
staff. If any of these positions interest you, please contact Shawyonia Pettigrew at shawyonia_pettigrew@baruch.cuny.edu.
Tickets and information regarding all BPAC events can be
obtained at the box office or by
visiting bpactheatre.com.

BY JUSTIN FRITZE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The most original album of the
year was not Kanye West’s synth
heavy Graduation, nor was it Jay Z’s
epic, American Gangster. In fact, the
winning album was not made by a
recognizable name in mainstream,
or anyone else for that matter. The
artist is Burial with the surprise-hit
album, Untrue.
Combining ambient dub, twostep and grime (all trademarks
of London’s underground club
scene), the album evokes a
type of desolate
house
with
haunting vocals that
are chopped
stretched
throughout the
album.
Untrue represents an album of slow
evolution, which
seems to grow
more
isolated
with each consecutive
track.
Technically, it is a dance album,
but any club playing Burial would
appear to be an opium den instead
of a crowded dance floor. Untrue
evokes more of a dark, industrial
atmosphere with gritty record
hisses and slowed down dub bass
lines than the club-friendly music
of more upbeat productions such
as Daft Punk or Aesop Rock.
Most records begin to show their
merits up front, Untrue requires
careful and repeated listening. On
any number of occasions, one song
could sound eerily similar to another, but it’s the low frequencies
and almost nonexistent bass lines
that are what creates a truly innovative and original album.
For fans of dub, you may find

yourself mistaken if you think any
tempos are going below 140 bpm.
The drums are fast and dropout often, while almost unrecognizable
dub bass lines ascend and descend
while vocals echo and decay into
nothingness.
The album seems to be best
suited for late night highway driving and creates a feeling of incomprehensible isolation through its
production techniques of creating a
filter between the musician and the
listener, allowing the listener to get
close, but not
close enough to
have any genuine emotions
throughout the
album.
On the surface, Untrue
seems like a
depressing
album, with
very
little
meaning behind any of
the lyrics.
As
many
AMAZON.COM
have realized
in the age of inyour-face music, it may be better to
create something that you can have
in the background — something
that can be appreciated as a well
thought-out composition, rather
than the majority of music which
follows the ideal of being “radio
friendly.”
The tracks “Archangel” and
“Ghost Hardware” may be the
album’s highlight with lyrics of:
“Kissing you … could it be alone?”
followed by “Kissing you … tell me
I’m alone” being repeated, cut and
lengthened throughout.
For someone unknown to make
an album that receives so much
praise raises the question: what
else is being made that has slipped
by record companies, radio and
mainstream media?
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Science

Jokes of the Week . . .
Gold walks into a bar. The bartender says, “Au, get outta here!”
A neutron walks into a bar, orders a beer and asks how much. The bartender
says, “For you no charge.”

Confusion over cloned cattle
BY MARK ALEXANDER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It seems that the scientific community is just as perplexed by
cloned animal products as the government is. Throughout the month
of January, a battle has been raging
in both the political and scientific
arenas regarding the use of animal
cloning for commercial purposes.
Although a recent study conducted
by the Food and Drug Administration concluded that products derived from cloned animals are just
as safe as natural animal products,
the United States Department of
Agriculture continues to urge meat
producers to hold back cloned meat
from the market. Such indecision is
natural considering the complexity
of the cloning issue.
Proponents of the FDA’s decision document a number of
benefits to consumers, the most
prominent being product quality.
Organizations such as the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association and
the Center for Science in the Public
Interest argue that cloning animals
with favorable traits helps to improve the quality of the meat produced by the industry. The same
argument is also said to apply to
dairy products, although the majority of the dairy lobby has opposed
the FDA decision. Furthermore,
proponents of the decision indicate

the sale of cloned plant products as
a reason to extend the practice to
animal products.
Conversely, organizations such
as the Consumer Federation of
America and the Union of Concerned Scientists are quick to point
out the hazards of cloned animal
products. One of the major concerns pertains to genetic diversity.
Cloning, in creating a more homogeneous supply of animals, is said
to leave livestock more

susceptible to disease. Without a
genetically diverse crop of animals,
disease may be more likely to kill
a larger percentage of the population. Opponents of the FDA decision also argue that the FDA’s study
was not thorough enough, using a
small sample size and an analysis
limited only to short term health
implications.
The FDA’s findings sparked a
massive response from a diverse
cross section of interest groups.
Friends of the Earth and the Center
for Food Safety, along with a number of corporations have launched
a campaign to persuade food outlets not to sell cloned animal prod-

ucts. Online petitions have also
been circulated to warn the public
of the potential hazards of this new
breeding technique.
Politicians have taken to the debate with equal alacrity. In a recent
press release, Sen. Barbara Mikulski
(D-Md.) said, “The FDA has acted
recklessly. Just because something
was created in a lab, doesn’t mean
we should have to eat it. If we discover a problem with cloned food
after it is in our food supply and it’s
not labeled, the FDA won’t be able
to recall it like they did Vioxx — the
food will already be tainted.” On the
other side of the political spectrum,
President George W. Bush has been
equally vocal in his support of the
decision.
Because of the high cost
of cloning, it will most
likely be a long time
before cloned animal
products will find their
way on to the market.
As the debate rages
on, more research
must be conducted
to near a definitive
decision.
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Droughts leave wallets high and dry
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It has recently come to the attention of many communities in
the South that the year-long ongoing drought may multiply the cost
of electricity by a factor of 10. Nuclear power plants, which currently
provide electricity to more than 3
million residents in states like Alabama, Georgia and the Carolinas,
may be forced to temporarily shut
down because the water they use
as a coolant has dropped to dangerously low levels. An isolated incident of this nature took place this
past summer when a nuclear facility in Browns Ferry, Ala. was shut
down because of a water temperature issue. Other similar closings
have occurred in France, Spain and
Germany during the brutal summer heat wave of 2006.
Nuclear reactors rely on intake
pipes that can be as much as 18
feet in diameter to bring cool water
from local lakes and rivers. It is possible that in the near future, the water levels in these bodies may either
drop below the opening of the submerged intake pipes or become so
shallow that the water temperature
increases, rendering them useless
as a cooling agent. In the event that
water levels plummet low enough,
nuclear facilities will need to shut
down to make sure they do not
overheat.
While adjusting the height of
pipes may seem like a viable option, in almost all cases it is not.
Intake pipes are usually made of
concrete and extend underground
for miles, giving any sort of large
scale modification a price tag residing in the millions. Additionally, if
intake pipes are dropped too low,
they may begin to suck up organic
debris. This could be harmful to the
environment as well as the plant’s
infrastructure.
Shutting down these plants, ac-

cording to utility officials, would
not result in blackouts but could
lead to astonishingly high electricity bills. Progress Energy Inc. Vice
President Caren Anders, stated that
if water levels fell below the advised
limits, the only feasible option
would be to “purchase power or
redispatch generation to conserve
the water and to meet our environmental limits.”
If it becomes absolutely necessary for these energy firms to purchase power from outside sources,
this could spell out a disaster for
the U.S. reminiscent of the oil crisis
of 1973. “Currently, nuclear power
costs between $5 to $7 to produce
a megawatt hour… It would cost 10
times that amount if you had to buy
replacement power — especially
during the summer,” said energy
analyst Daniele Seitz of Dahlman
Rose & Co.
Jim Warren, executive director
of the North Carolina Waste Awareness and Reduction Network, commented that, “Water is the nuclear
industry’s Achilles’ heel.” He also
described the current situation as
one which is “becoming a crisis.”
Environmental groups that are
critical of nuclear power like the
Waste Awareness and Reduction
Network and the Union for Concerned Scientists have been the
loudest in attempting to bring attention to the lack of precipitation.
An analysis of the 104 nuclear reactors in the U.S. has revealed that 24
are located in areas that are experiencing the most severe levels of
drought.
To counter this negative media
attention, many companies that
operate these nuclear facilities
have released statements to calm
the public. Jeff Archie, vice president of the South Carolina Electric
& Gas Company, said, “Our nuclear
plant is nowhere near any lake levels or river flows that would inhibit
operation because of the drought.
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Even if the 2007 drought continues
through 2008 at a similar severity
level, the V.C. Summer Plant would
still be able operate during that time
period.” Although the V.C. Summer
Plant in Jenkinsville, S.C. is well inside one of the most dry areas, the
company does not foresee any sort
of problem arising in the safe and
reliable generation of power. Tennessee Valley Authority spokesman
Chuck Bach issued a similar statement of reassurance to TVA’s customer base, which extends through
most of the affected states including Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee,
North Carolina and others.
For the residents of these states,
it might be best to take these guarantees with a grain of salt. The long
term forecasts for these areas reveal
more dry weather ahead. North Carolina’s Lake Norman, which is used
to cool McGuire Nuclear Station, is
mere inches above the safety minimums set forth by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Lake Harris
near Raleigh is 3.5 feet from dropping below the given minimum
level needed to operate the nearby
Harris Reactor. David Lochbaum,

nuclear project safety director for
the Union of Concerned Scientists,
has also repeatedly warned that the
repetitive stopping and starting of
nuclear reactors has detrimental
effects on their performance. He
specified that, “It wears out piping
valves, [and] motors.”
It is not clear whether environmentalists or corporations know
the truth, but it is certain that debate
on global warming and the possible
expansion of nuclear power into
more states is a growing topic of interest. There are still 20 states that
do not make use of nuclear power.
It may be true that global warming
has lead to the increased drought
frequency that the country has experienced over the last 30 years, the
most memorable of which lasted
from 1999-2002. Statements like
these may shake up the polls of the
ongoing primaries for the election
taking place in November. How
presidential front-runners react to
a possible explosion of the price of
utilities may affect ongoing election campaigns and could bring
pressing environmental issues to
the cultural forefront.

Kyoto
protocol up
for grabs
BY MANU HEYWOT KUMASI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As we creep towards Election
Day, all eyes are on the presidential hopefuls, scrutinizing their
platforms for change. A possible
national health care system, a recession flirting economy and our
social security system, are all major
concerns for the American voter.
However, one must wonder where
America stands in its fight against
global warming and what our future president will face regarding
environmental issues.
The Kyoto Protocol is an intergovernmental treaty that aims to
decrease emissions of carbon dioxide and five other greenhouse gases. The treaty decreases emissions
by holding countries to emission
quotas, an environmental issue
that has recently received much
attention and has influenced the
platforms of many candidates.
The protocol first hit the table in
1997, during former president Bill
Clinton’s tenure. At the time, Clinton’s Energy Information Administration predicted a 4.2 percent drop
in United States. GDP resulting from
the implementation of the protocol. As a result, the treaty was not
submitted for Senate ratification.
President Bush has also declined
to submit the treaty for ratification
because he seeks to amend the protocol, for he feels that all countries,
not just developed nations, should
be mandated to reduce emissions.
Despite the Federal resistance
to the Kyoto protocol, local officials
have taken steps towards ratifying
emission quotas. At the U.S. Conference of Mayors, a two-day climate protection summit was held
last November, where 700 mayors
pledged to reduce their cities’ emissions by 7 percent of 1990 levels, by
the year 2012. Mayor Bloomberg
has since introduced a plan in conjunction with the William J. Clinton
Foundation, to purchase and install price effective and energy efficient technologies in New York City
housing developments. The goal is
to “reduce New York City’s carbon
footprint, while saving money for
taxpayers and residents at the same
time,” says Clinton.
These sentiments about the environment do not run nationwide.
The disapproval of environmentally conscious mandates is popular among Americans whose jobs,
especially those dealing with agriculture, may be monetarily affected
by such obligations. The New York
Times reported that in this case,
there is a “deep-seated mistrust of
environmentalism, which many
here see as a threat to their agricultural way of life.”
Last December, worldwide
delegates met at the U.N. Climate
Change Conference to set a framework for creating the treaty that replaces the Kyoto Protocol in 2012.
The United States refused to accept
current agreements as is, demanding freedom to implement emission quota practices and to place
more restrictions on developing
countries like China, who will soon
pass the U.S. as leading greenhouse
gas pollutant country.
Considering
the
obstinate
stance of the Bush administration,
delegates look toward the new
presidential administration for approval of the treaty, which the U.N.
plans to have completed in 2009,
the first year of our new President’s
tenure.
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Calendar of Events
COMPILED BY ELYSSA MALDONADO

LEISURE EDITOR

❤

Valentines Shout-Outs
The Ticker

2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
(Monday thru Thursday)
Ultimate Fan Challenge
Sign-up

Student Life, Student Affairs
& Enrollment Mgmt.
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
(Monday and Tuesday)
Kabalah 101

The Ticker
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
(Monday thru Thursday)

❤

Membership Drive

ALPFA
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Membership Drive

CSA. SOCA, WICC
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Model Audition

Valentines Shout-Outs

The Ticker
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
(Monday thru Thursday)

❤

ASH Wednesday - Distribution of Ashes

Chaplain’s Office, Newman
Catholic Center
Room 3-216 (NVC)
11 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Membership Drive

CSA. SOCA, WICC
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Valentines Shout-Outs

The Ticker
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
(Monday thru Thursday)

❤

Internship Fair

Starr Career Development
Center
ARC, Main Gym (NVC)
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Baruch Pep Rally

Athletics
Main Gym, B2 Level (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Hillel at Baruch

Club/Group Meeting
Room 10-150 (NVC)
12:45 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Baruch vs. Hunter (The
Battle of Lexington)
Women’s Basketball

02/04
02/05
02/06
02/07
02/08

Jewish Student Association
Room 3-240 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.

Valentines Shout-Outs

Information Table

Kappa Phi Alpha
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.

BASU
Room 2-110 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Information Table

Kappa Phi Alpha
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Information Table

Kappa Phi Alpha
2nd Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Main Gym, B2 Level (NVC)
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Ahmad Tibi, Israeli Kresset

Arab Alliance
Room 14-220 (NVC)
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Movie Series

Hillel Club
Room 10-170 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.
Diversity in Corporate
America

Black History Month
Committee
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Submit your event listings to

leisure@theticker.org

To check your Sudoku answers, visit theticker.org.

Baruch vs. Hunter (The
Battle of Lexington)
Men’s Basketball

Main Gym, B2 Level (NVC)
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
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Marvel at Megu’s magic
Megu Midtown

845 United Nations Plaza
(at East 47th Street)
New York, NY 10017
Phone: (212) 964-7777
Subway: 4, 5, 6, 7, S at 42nd St.
BY OLEXA CAPILI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

For Japanese food aficionados
and those with money to spend,
Megu offers no limits to the imagination. At this Modern Japanese
restaurant the food, service and atmosphere are about as impeccable
as you can get. Megu offers two locations, one in midtown and one in
Tribeca, and my last visit was at the
midtown location.
Megu Midtown is located in the
Trump World Tower, across from
the United Nations building. Compared to the enormous size and
trendy atmosphere of Megu Tribeca, the restaurant is smaller and
more formal. It is decorated with
white leather chairs, black-finished
wood and low-lit golden lighting.
There are two dining floors.
On the first floor, the center of
attraction is the sushi bar-like open
kitchen, which is surrounded by
floor-spanning lamp shades that
resemble giant mushrooms. Here,
you are likely to dine with diplomats and other businessmen who
work across the street at the U.N.
The service and staff at Megu really bend over backwards to make
sure you have a smooth dining
experience. I had called to make
reservations in advance and gave
specific instructions to the staff
since it was my date’s birthday. The
staff made sure to note all of my requests.
On the day I arrived, our Japanese waiter was very knowledgeable, answering our questions
while keeping the multiple courses
running smoothly. The first thing he
brought out to us was two glasses of
champagne — compliments of the
chef for the special occasion. Followed by this was an amuse bouche
of Kobe beef carpaccio. Its excellent freshness and flavor made it a
pleasant start.
A great value to try is one of
Megu’s tasting menus, the cheaper
of which costs $95 and includes 5
memorable courses. The first course
presented in the tasting menu was
the “Madai” snapper salad. This
consisted of an Asian spring shoot
salad with nuts and topped with
deliciously fresh red snapper sashimi. It should be noted that at Megu,
great attention is paid to presentation details. For this dish, a server
came over and poured a generous
(a little too generous) amount of
sizzling hot spicy dressing over the
salad — a feat to enjoy.
The next course consisted of a
sample of Megu’s signature dishes.
Five different skewers arrived on
a plate. The first was a skewer of
Megu’s original crispy asparagus,
which consisted of a thick, tender asparagus spear covered in
crispy breadcrumbs. The next two
skewers were battered scallops
and sweet shrimp in kanzuri spicy
cream. The shrimp was especially
mouth-watering and memorable.
The sweetness of the shrimp was a
perfect compliment to the crunchy
batter and cream. One could easily
eat it as a whole entrée.
The next item on the plate was
a skewer of tender Kobe beef. The
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Megu’s upscale dining leaves you with a full stomach and an empty wallet.
last item was another version Kobe
beef — this time in a ball. Inside
this Kobe beef croquette was juicy
ground up Kobe beef, with the
exterior covered in tempura and
topped with foie gras. The concept
is ingenious, since you get to experience a mixture of flavors and
textures — the juiciness of the beef,
the crunchiness of the tempura and
the slight saltiness of the foie gras.
The third course, and the most
memorable, is Megu’s famous
“Kagero” Kobe beef fillet with soy
reduction, which is simply conversation stopping. In a word: “foodgasmic.”
The Kobe beef just melts-inyour-mouth, and with each bite the
juices just continue to explode from
every angle. It makes one want to
just sit for hours and relish each
bite as if it were chewing gum. The
other immaculate part of the dish
was the fact that instead of using
the tinged-green horseradish that
most Japanese restaurants use, the
server came and grated fresh wasabi root at my table. Surprisingly, it
contained only a hint of spice and
had a creamy consistency.
Following this course was a
sushi selection, about five pieces,
with miso soup. The sushi included
pieces of tuna, yellowtail and red
snapper. It proved average, considering it was not the best or freshest
I’ve had.
The miso soup, though, was
quite unique. It was served in
a country decorated-style bowl
topped with a fragrant flower. The
soup was excellent and used highquality ingredients. What made the
soup fun to eat was the inclusion
of Japanese water vegetables that
resembled miniature jellyfish. The
tops of these would just “pop” in
your mouth when bitten into.
For dessert, the servers brought
out delicious combination plates of
green tea ice cream, a large round
crunchy cookie, pieces of cake and
strawberries. This was the perfect
dessert for my birthday guest, and
they even put a candle in and wrote
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Megu offers frequent Japanese eaters a lovely dining experience.

“Happy Birthday” on his dessert.
On another occasion a few
months ago, I visited Megu Tribeca
for dinner during restaurant week
($35.00 for a 3-course meal). This
location is massive also housing
two floors. Upstairs houses an allwhite lounge area, as well as The
Kimono Bar, which is wallpapered
with bolts of antique kimono fabrics. Downstairs, an ice carving of
Buddha, which is replaced daily, is
the center of attention in the massive dining area. The servers, who
are dressed in haute Japonica, are
busy as bees and it can be a bit hard
to grab the attention of your waiter.
I chose a half soft shell crab
with vegetable tempura, served
with spicy condiment flakes as an

appetizer. Perhaps because it was
restaurant week, I found this appetizer to be meager in portion
size, as well as flavor, and I would
have been wise to choose the Madai snapper salad that my waitress
recommended. For my entrée I ordered the Kobe beef “kagerou yaki.”
This consisted of about eight paperthin ribbons of Hennessy flambéed
stone-grilled Kobe beef, which was
served with rice. They were delicious and had a hint of Hennessey;
yet, they of course were no match
in quality or flavor to the more expensive Kobe beef fillet.
For dessert, the Matcha Green
Tea Crepe’s myriad of layers was
enough to make me marvel, then
to marvel at how quickly it disap-

peared on my plate. Here, the layers
ofpaper-thin crepe are filled with a
delicious green tea cream.
Overall, Megu is a fine choice
to plan a special occasion. Most of
the items on the menu are simply
unique and not to be found anywhere else. They leave you with a
taste that just lingers in your mouth
and makes you yearn to go back,
sort of like the feeling I got when
writing this article.

Out of 5 stars:
Food: ´´´´´
Service: ´´´´
Atmosphere: ´´´´
Price: $$$$$ (100 and above)
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Affordable, little-known shops in Manhattan
BY JESSICA CHEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Whoever makes up those shopping commercials with throngs
of shoppers vying for that same
sweater, we pity you. Even in hectic times like during the holiday
season, New York is always full of
great stores to dig out that perfect
gift without the frustrating shoving and waiting. Here, we highlight
a few lesser-known, well-priced
stores excellent for gift ideas. Happy shopping!
Dylan’s Candy Bar:
Candy lovers, rejoice! This mecca for candy and chocolate fanatics
with blaring candy music and litup stairs with candy underneath
is sure to please any friend with a
selection of candy measuring up
to Willy Wonka’s factory. M&M’s
in every imaginable color, Bertie
Bott’s every flavor jellybeans, menorah cookies and gingerbread hot
chocolate baths, gummy brains,
high-heeled skate stockings filled
with chocolate … the list goes on.
All bulk candy is $10 per pound, or
fill up in their signature candy container or paint jar for a few bucks
more and you’ve got yourself a
well-presentable (and eatable!)
gift. Need some ideas? Give the
ultimate gift with their eye-boggling gift baskets that range from
$20-$200. Or, take a look at their
autographed celebrity picks with
everyone from Jack Osbourne to
Bill Clinton (Pay Day, of course).
Dylan’s Candy Bar
1011 Third Avenue
(646) 735-0078
dylanscandybar.com
Pearl River Mart:
Calling itself the first ChineseAmerican department store, Pearl
River has a ton to offer in its warehouse-style store. Items are ridiculously well-priced, yet retain

their exotic tinge. The store offers
a diverse selection of purses and
tote bags in traditional Chinese
brocade prints, including a cute
silk ‘takeout box’ bag for $14.50.
Their satin Chinese slippers are
also a hot commodity that are
now 20-50 percent off the $14.50
advertised price. Other great gift
ideas include 6-piece tea sets starting from $12.50, lacquered chopsticks ($1.50) that can double as
hair chopsticks, an excellent variety of exotic papers and journals,
and books on topics ranging from
vegetarian sushi to Japanese fairy
tales. Throw in a bag of lycheeflavored candies and a NY license
plate name keychain for a few dollars more.
Pearl River Mart
477 Broadway
New York, NY 10013
(212) 431-4770
pearlriver.com
Pippin Vintage Jewelry:
If big department stores and
chaotic crowds are not your idea
of holiday fun, hop over to Pippin Vintage Jewelry, catering to all
the bargain-loving, accessory-toting fashionistas of New York City.
Started by a New England couple in
2004, this store has become a mustsee place for jewelry collectors and
bargain hunters alike. The store is
cozy and ornately decorated with
beautiful antique glass showcases
and offers a huge selection of antique jewelry that spans over a
century of history. Special pieces
include estate jewelry, handmade
cameos, gold filled lockets, signed
jewelry, perfume bottles, compacts, mirrors and even vintage
handbags and creative media for
$12 - $300. While you’re being dazzled by the glittery, sparkly wonder
of it all, don’t forget to check out
the $5-$10 drawers for cheaper
bargains on jewelry.

DYLLANSCANDYBAR.COM

POPGADGET.NET

Gum balls in almost every flavor and candy iPod’s are sure to bring a smile on anyone’s face.
Pippin Vintage Jewelry
72 Orchard Street
New York, NY 10002
(212) 505-5159
pippinvillagejewelry.com
Kate’s Paperie:
Need to wrap up or beautify
those spiffy gifts of yours? Kate’s
Paperie, the ultimate stationary/
gift wrap store, is at your service
with a dizzy array of customized
wrapping paper with designs ranging from London tube maps to vintage poker decks (starting at $3.50/
roll). There are also rolls and rolls
of ribbons ($7-$10/roll) as well
as an amazing supply of stickers
(starting from $1.50/pack) with everything from flamingoes to hockey gear. Kate’s isn’t in short supply

of gifts, either, with choices like artist profile books ($10) to calendars
with themes like ‘Cats of the Greek
Isles’ ($12).
Kate’s Paperie
8 West 13th Street
New York, NY 10011
(212) 633-0570
katespaperie.com
Finally, for those of you who
can’t be bothered to brave the
frosty weather, online shopping
is your savior. All the stores above
have an online counterpart; in
addition, here are a few extra
online stores. Fredflare.com offers
hard-to-find apparel, stationary,
accessories and home décor from
designers like Le Tigre and Paul
Frank. Standouts include diamond

ring paperweights for $22, iPod
‘hoodies’ for $24, ice cream spoon
gift tags for $12 and hilarious
cell phone receivers for $20. And
when you can’t resist in a little
something for yourself, indulge
in a Frrrozen Hot Chocolate
Kit ($10), manufactured by the
famous Serendipity 3. Karmaloop.
com is an online urban apparel
and accessory store dedicated
to fighting the evil forces of
“McFashion,” or mainstream
fashion. Check out their hundreds
of items for men, women and dogs
in rebellious styles with brands like
Triple Five Soul, Emily the Strange
and Obey. Bonus: submit your email address and save $10 off your
first online purchase.
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SCHEDULE
Men’s Basketball
2/7 - Hunter @ Baruch, 7:30 p.m.
2/9 - Baruch @ Lehman, 12 p.m.

Men’s Volleyball
2/5 - Baruch @ CCNY, 6 p.m.
2/9 - CUNYAC Multi-Match, 9 a.m.
2/9 - CUNYAC Multi-Match, 1 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
2/7 - Hunter @ Baruch, 5:30 p.m.
2/9 - Baruch @ Lehman, 2 p.m.
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Baruch prepares to show its pride
BY ROSIE GENAO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Got spirit? If you think that
your club, fraternity or society has
got what it takes to show the most
school spirit, the athletics department challenges you to show your
pride and win money for it. Chump
change you think? $1,000 to be exact.
No longer will the “commuter
school” excuse be valid to miss
the events of this Thursday, Feb.
7: an annual pep rally and the
long-awaited Battle of Lexington
against archrival Hunter College.
While many of us have been away
from Baruch over the winter break,
the athletics department has been
preparing for two of its most spiritpacked events of the year.
Spearheading this year’s pep
rally are Monnica Honrade, secretary of USG, Mariya Korobkova,
president of the Student Athlete
Advisory Committee (SAAC) and
Baruch’s own cheerleading team.
In conjunction with the athletics department, they have worked
diligently over the winter vacation,
planning a pep rally that will showcase Baruch talent and leave fans
wanting more. The rally will lay the
groundwork for the evening’s big
event — the classic and ever-popular Battle of Lexington.
Unlike previous years, the prizes given away at this year’s pep
rally will be on a grander scale. This
year’s committee has planned to
give away $1,000 towards the budget of the student organization with
the most school spirit.
Moreover, unlike past years,
there will be no celebrity appearances. “We have all decided to use
Baruch talent rather than celebrities for we all firmly believe that
Baruch’s [students] have many undiscovered talents,” said Honrade.
It is no small feat to organize
an event that showcases Baruch’s

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

Pep rally is expected to be better than those of previous years.
athletic talent. With the full-fledged
support of the athletics department,
Honrade and Korobkova have been
able to work efficiently.
“I was actually surprised at how
easy planning this was. We all got
along and it was terrific working
with everyone,” added Honrade.
“The athletics department has been
as generous as [possible], and I’m
sure we will be able to do a lot …
with what we have received,” added
Korobkova.

As eventful and amped as the
pep rally promises to be, the ensuing events at the Battle of Lexington
will be just as exciting for the student body.
As always, there will be a $5,000
shooting contest, a drum-line performance, prizes and back–to-back
basketball games against Hunter
College to settle the long-time rivalry. But the contest that has been
causing a buzz on campus is The
Ultimate Fan Challenge — the ideal

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

Baruch cheerleaders bring in the team spirit.
competition for die-hard Baruch
fanatics. Students are encouraged
to form groups of 15 to 30 members and each team will be judged
on school spirit, creativity, persistence, and loudness. Prizes range
from iPods to Baruch gear.
Large posters advertising the big
day have welcomed students back
from a long break. This jam-packed
day of events and all-around spirit
is part of a greater plan to promote
school spirit. Baruch students have

many things to be proud of, especially its student-athletes and their
victories.
With that said, if you’ve got talent, school spirit or just need the
money for your student-organization, this year’s pep rally planning
committee and the athletics department ask you to come out and
support your Bearcats. You may
just walk away with $1,000, iPods
and one more thing to be proud of:
your Baruch Bearcats.

Bearcats ready to defeather Hawks
BY MARIANE ST. MAURICE
OPINION EDITOR
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Men’s basketball team prepares for the Battle of Lexington.

It will be the biggest game of
the year. Not only will it be the last
collegiate home game for all senior
players, but the highly anticipated
Battle of Lexington is expected to
draw over 1,200 fans and be the culmination of one of CUNY’s strongest rivalries: the Hunter Hawks
and the Baruch Bearcats.
The double-header, which will
take place on Jan. 7, will be the
third of its kind Two years ago, the
first battle of Lexington took place
in the Athletic and Recreation Center’s main gym, which for the occasion was decorated with blue and
white balloons and was an event
unlike anything Baruch had ever
seen.
The challenge was taken on
again last year in the Battle of the
Boroughs, a double-header against
Lehman College and the many
organizers are striving to surpass
themselves in this year’s event.
“This year is more organized. We’ll
be doing some similar stuff, but the
tasks were more specific,” said Athletic Director William Eng.
Among the 1,200 fans that will
fill the bleachers that night, many
will be athletes from some of Baruch’s other teams. Though excited

about the event and the surge of
school spirit that results from the
annual battle, some of the athletes
would like to see similar events and
promotion for their sports as well.
“It’s a great event because it brings
out the whole school, not just ath-

“It’s a great event
because it brings
out the whole
school, not just
athletics. I wish
every sport could
get it; it’s a shame.”
- Vincent Favara
Baruch Men’s Soccer Team
letics,” said Vincent Favara of the
men’s soccer team. “I wish every
sport could get it; it’s a shame.”
Viktoryia Mikhelzon, of the
women’s cross country team, agrees
that it is great for athletics to get
good publicity, but that “we should
have more sports teams advertised.
[…] A lot of people don’t know we

have cross country, or even know
what it is,” she says.
Though the basketball teams
may agree that other sports deserve
big events, they remain focused on
the battle they will have to fight.
The women’s team is confident on
the outcome of their game, having
beaten Hunter by a margin of over
40 points earlier this season. The
men’s game, all agree, should be
closer and remains unpredictable.
However, the players stay confident
and hope to feed off the crowd’s energy. The plan? Treat this game as
any other and win.
This may be hard for the seniors
on the team for whom this will be
their last home game. “We’ll have
to control our excitement, stay focused,” says Laurence Smith, one of
the seniors.
“I’m pretty sure I’m going to
be nervous for the first time,” says
fellow senior Phil Schatz. “It’s the
first time my last game will actually
mean something to me.”
With all the planning and preparation the evening entails, both
on the organizing and athletic
sides, the 2008 Battle of Lexington
should be a memorable one. Anton
Gringut, a sophomore member of
the tennis team, certainly thinks so.
“They have free T-shirts. Of course
it’ll be a good event.”
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Fresh start for defending champs
BY ROSIE GENAO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

A new era has dawned upon the
men’s volleyball team at Baruch.
With their former head coach, Justin Stack, replaced by Allison Gunther, and a lineup composed of
mostly rookies, this year’s team is
facing many new challenges.
A testament to true dedication
to Baruch Athletics, Gunther is also
athletic coordinator, compliance
director and head coach of women’s volleyball. Now she is leading
and coaching the two-time defending volleyball champs — no small
feat given the remarkable success
the program has had in the past.
Just two weeks before the start
of the men’s season, Gunther was
asked to serve as interim coach.
The search for a new male coach
proved unsuccessful but Gunther
was more than happy to step up to
the plate.
“I knew the men’s team deserved to start on time and have
someone run the team, so of course
I agreed to be the interim coach,”
said Gunther.
This year’s team is smaller in
comparison to years past and
boasts many fresh faces with much
talent. Skill is important, but as
many athletes and coaches know,
chemistry makes the difference.
“We have chemistry but its not
there where we want it to be,” cited
veteran Jonathan Tuwaidan. Building this sense of camaraderie is
something this relatively new team
works on everyday.
“The [team’s] growing process
is going to be nice,” added Captain
Danial Levent. “From start to finish.”
Most, if not all, of the members
on the team have never had a female coach, but this change has
proved to be quite refreshing. Gunther, with a more organized and
strict coaching style, has brought
different strategies to the table and
an overall different style that the
team appreciates and respects. The
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Men’s volleyball team, pictured above, has a new head coach.
focus remains the same, however,
every game counts.
“Every game is important to
us,” stated Gunther. “We are playing seven top 15 nationally ranked
teams, so those are especially crucial. We are also playing New Haven, who is Division II … and as far
as in conference, Hunter will be our
toughest competition.”
The team kicked off the season
in mid-January by playing against
nationally ranked teams such as
Ramapo and Newbury.
Already, the Cats have reeled
in victories against Villa Julie and
New Jersey City, but have fallen to
Nazareth and conference archrival
Hunter.
“The men’s program is coming
off three years of impressive suc-

cess, so there is a bit more on the
players and myself to continue that
tradition,” said Gunther.
The team is aiming for a third
straight championship title in
hopes of establishing a dynasty and
seeking much needed fan support
to do so.
“We hope everyone comes to
our games. It means a lot to us and
brings us a lot of energy,” added
Levent.
With Gunther’s impressive résumé on and off the court and the
team’s status as the feared champions, the pressure is on to prove
themselves once more.
As the season unfolds, with a
new coach, new style and new faces, this team will find that change is
what you make of it.

On Tuesday, the Mets pulled
off nothing short of a miracle
when they acquired the Twins’
ace left handed pitcher Johan
Santana in a deal two months in
the making.
The Mets gave up four of their
Top 10 prospects in the deal,
Carlos Gomez, Duelis Guerra,
Kevin Mulvey and Phillip Humber. Chump change for arguably
the best pitcher in baseball.
Until the deal was actually
made on Tuesday, it was widely
speculated that the Mets offer wasn’t even in the top three
offers in terms of value for the
Twins.
An offer by the Yankees and
two separate offers from the Red
Sox were believed to have stronger value in return for Santana.
But with the reality of Santana’s contract demands as well
as the unwillingness to part with
their young players, both teams
fell out of the Santana sweepstakes leaving the two time Cy
Young award winner to fall right
into the Mets’ lap.
The deal, which may turn out
to be the best since Mike Piazza
was acquired in exchange for
Preston Wilson in 1998, has not
been finalized. The contract is
dependent on the Mets signing

Johan to a contract extension,
which would be a 6-7 year contract within the $130-$150 million range.
The Mets now have a 72-hour
grace period in which to negotiate the extension.
Last season, Santana was
15-13 with a 3.33 ERA and 235
strike-outs. In fact, Santana has
ranked number one in the entire MLB in all the Triple Crown
pitching categories during the
last three years. On top of that, a
shift from the American League
to the National League should
greatly help Santana’s already
spectacular numbers.
With no designated hitters,
the National League’s line-ups
are much less formidable and
Santana has a 1.96 ERA against
the Nation League in his career.
The Santana trade places the
Mets out of playoff contenders
and straight to a level of National
League favorites over night. With
Santana, the Mets addressed
their biggest need: an ace in their
already solid rotation paired with
a formidable line-up and a solid
bullpen.
The Mets are built to make
a World Series run in the 2008
season. If you don’t believe me,
just ask the odds-makers in Las
Vegas. Because of the deal, the
Mets’ odds for winning the World
Series went from 6-1 to 3-1.

For full coverage of Super Bowl XLII,
visit theticker.org

PAGE 32 I THE TICKER SPORTS

FEBRUARY 4, 2008

